Gulf mine threat remains 

BAHRAIN (R) — Drifting mines sows during (he Iran- Iraq war win 
threaten shipping in the Gulf for years to come but Western navies can do 
Kile to solve the problem, a British naval commander said Saturday. 
C omman der David Cartiidge, head of Britain's mine counter-measures 
mdt in the Goff, told reporters that until Iran and Iraq revealed where they - 
had hid the mines and asked for help in dewing them, no one could tackle 
the problem effectively. “The main threat comes trim mine* moored in 
territorial waters off Iran and Iraq,” Cartiidge said on board the unit’s 
command and support ship Herald. "There are many left and they pose a 
potential threat throughout the Gulf. But until the political situation 
c hanges , there is no longer any dearly defined task we can do.” Britain 
said earlier this mouth it would withdraw its three minehunters and their 
two support ships Cram the Gulf by March, following similar moves by the 
- .Italians, Dutch, and Belgians. Three nrinehunters will be on standby in the 
Med iterranean while Britain’s ArmOla patrol of three frigates or des- 
troyers will remain to guard British-registered ships. 
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U*S. tries to smooth out Taba problems 

CAIRO (AP) — An American official Saturday downplayed problems 
between Egypt and Israel on the disputed border area of Taba as the United 
States Intensified efforts to resolve the thorny Issue. Frank Wlsner, tIJS. 
ambassador to Cairo, told reporters following a meeting with Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid that he believed both the Egyptian and 
Israeli governments were trying hard to work out the handover of the tiny 
beach area according to the fiv*member international arbitration commit- 
tee's Sept. 29 ruling. A well-informed Egyptian source who spoke on 
condition be not be further identified said that Abraham Sofaer. the Slate 
Department's legal adviser, was due In Cairo Sunday for talks on Taba 
with Egyptian .officials. “I have read both In Egyptian and Israeli 
newspapers alarming stories about the breakdown of talks on Taba," 
Wisner told reporters. “There are extremely competent diplomats working 
on the decision who have no intention to see it crumble before them so I 
don’t share the alarm 1 read (n the press. “There’s work to be done to find 
(be solution lo protect the image of everybody and 1 am confident that we 
arc working to achieve this aim.” 
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Agreements reached in several key fields; 
means reviewed to boost trade volume 

Joint committee 
meets in Cairo 

CAIRO (Agencies) — The Joint Jordanian- * e wo countries 
' Egyptian Higher Committee opened its ninth pan d the Aqaba-Nuwdbe se 
meeting here Saturday and a senior Egyptian 1 “ d ™ ute servic . e , also r 
omcial said seriousness and positive moves tion of the three-year scientii 
towards further enhancing bilateral coopera- S^ I SS t, Mii^S« mcnt betwe ‘ 
tion characterised the talks. The committee also discuss* 
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on Iran over 598 


The talks, co-cb aired by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai and his Egyp- 
tian counterpart Atef Sedki, co- 
vered means to arrive at an 
annuaj bilateral trade volume of 
$350 million, Egyptian Informa- 
tion Minister Sawfat AI Sharif 
was quoted as saying by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

.The meeting decided to in- 
crease allocations for jointly- 
organised trade fairs and the 
^commercial centres in Amman 
f 'and Cairo. Sharif said. 

The two sides agreed to bold 
periodic meetings between pri- 
vate sector industrialists from 


both sides to pave the way for 
enhanced industrial cooperation, 
Sharif said. 

In the field of planning, experts 
from the two sides will meet 
every three months to coordinate 
positions on national and regional 
plans, the minister said. 

The committee assessed the 
joint steps taken in the field of 
anim al and marine wealth and 
coordination of agricultural poli- 
cy in a move to attain integration 
between the two countries. The 
committee reviewed the econo- 
mic and technical feasibility of 
linking the national power grids 
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LAST-MINUTE NEWS 


Iraq plans Arab airlines link 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Airways said Saturday it had agreed on a 
commercial and technical tie-up with four other Arab airlines to beat 
off European competitors. Airline general manager Nournldien Safi 
told a news conference the plan linked the national carriers of Iraq, 
Egypt, Kuwait, North Yemen and Jordan. "Arab cooperation is a 
most now because we are threatened by the European Community 
group of airlines which will come into effect in 1992,” be said. The 
Arab airlines had agreed to establish technical and commercial 
integration this year, he said. 

India involved in Kampuchean talks 

NEW DELHI (AP) — A Cabinet minister is scheduled to leave for 
i, Jakarta to intensify Indian efforts to reach a settlement od the 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea, news reports said 
Saturday. The Press Trust of India news agency said K. Natwar 
Singh, the minister of state for external affairs, would leave Sunday 
for the Indonesian capital, the venue for next month’s informal talks 
on the Kampuchean issue. Singh’s departure was announced a day 
after Vietnamese leader Nguyen Van Linfa ended a five-day visit to 
New Delhi. 

Sudanese leader visits Baghdad 

NICOSIA (AP) — Visiting Sudanese President Ahmad Ali AI 
Mirghani started talks in Baghdad Saturday with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi News Agency reported. Mirghani arrived 
earlier in the day accompanied by a high-level delegation for an 
official visiL The agency said the Iraqi side in the talks included First 
Deputy Premier Taha Yassin Ramadan and Information Minister 
Latif Nasseif Jassem. The Sudanese delegation included Ibrahim AI 
Amin, state minister for Sudanese working abroad, and Presidency 
Secretary-General Ahmad Hussein AI Rifai. 

Kissinger: Moscow comfortable with Bush 

WASHINGTON (R) — Former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, 
just back from talks in Moscow, told President Bush Saturday that 
Soviet leaders were confident they could work with the new 
^ adminis tration. “I had no impression of impatience. Quite the 
‘ contrary, they (the Soviets) know there will be a productive 
relationship and that the administration is working in order to give it 
the best possible content,” Kissinger told reporters alter a 75-minute 
talk with Bush and Secretary of State James Baker. He said Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev and other officials with whom be spoke 
during a private visit to Moscow were comfortable with Bush’s 
attitude. "You people are more anxious than the Soviets are,” he told 
reporters. "They are quite relaxed.” 

Arab ministers to hold AIDS conference 

ABU DHABI (Rj— Arab health ministers will meet in Libya in March 
to discuss ways of fighting AIDS, the United Arab Emirates News 
Agency WAM said Saturday. It said among the topics at the March 
18-19 meeting would be ways of making blood transfoskras safer. 
Transfuskms of contaminated blood are one of the ways the killer 
disease is spread. 


Azerbaijan premier replaced 


t MOSCOW (R) — Hie prime minister of Soviet Azerbaijan has been 
r replaced less than two weeks after 2,500 officials and party workers in 
the republic were disciplined over ethnic unrest linked with the 
province of Nagorno-Karabakh. "Comrade (Gasan) Seldov was 
relieved of his duties as chairman of the Azerbaijan council of 
ministers to retire for health reasons,” said a decree issued by the 
Praesidhim of the Azerbaijani Supreme Soviet, the republic’s highest 
state body- A spokesman for the Azerbaijani news agency said at 
■decree, issued Friday, named Seidov’s successor as Ayaz Mutalibov, 
ape of several deputy prime ministers- 


of the two countries. 

The committee decided to ex- 
pand the Aqaba-Nuweibe sea- 
land route service and also re- 
viewed progress in implementa- 
tion of the three-year scientific 
cooperation agreement between 
the two countries. 

The committee also discussed 
moves taken to sign an agreement 
of cooperation between Petra and 
the Egyptian Middle East News 
Agency as well as cooperation in 
radio transmission and produc- 
tion of television programmes. 

The committee decided to form 
a joint panel to provide inte- 
grated services in the tourism 
sector and to facilitate travel pro- 
cedures between the two coun- 
tries. • It also discussed recom- 
mendations dealing with the pro- 
duction of medicine, health coop- 
eration and Egyptian workers in 
Jordan. 

At the conclusion of the first 
session, Sharif said that “Egypt 
and Jordan have made successful, 
serious, and positive strides on 
the road of cooperation through 
the implementation of the com- 
mittee's earlier resolutions and 
recommendations . 1 ’ 

“Keenness to eliminate obsta- 
cles facing the implementation of 
resolutions dominated the talks, 
Sharif said. 

He quoted Sedki and Rifai as 
saying that the implementation of 
the committee’s resolutions "is 
within the framework of His 
Majesty King Hussein and Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak's aspira- 
tions, and the two people’s hopes 

(Continued on page 2) 



Offshore power boat race held f n Aqaba 

Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor attend an Offshore Power Boat Race held in 
Aqaba Friday (see page 3) 

Palestinian killed, 8 injured 
in clashes with Israeli troops 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — One Palestinian 
protester was fatally shot and at 
least eight were wounded during 
sporadic clashes between Israeli 
soldiers and demonstrators Satur- 
day, reports said. 

Among the wounded was a 
three-year-old boy from Shati re- 
fugee camp who was injured by a 
plastic bullet. Arab news reports 
said a 70-year-old man also was 
wounded. 

Dashes erupted Saturday in at 
least three refugee camps in the 
Gaza Strip and two villages in the 
West Bank. 

Israel Radio said 3 23-year-old 
died of wounds suffered after he 
was shot by troops in a village 
near Bethlehem. 

Two other Palestinians were 


wounded in the same dash in the 
village of Sureif, while two others 
were wounded in a village near 
the West Bank dty of Nabhis, the 
army said. 

At least four other woun dings 
occurred in Gaza, reports said. 

Two Palestinian teenagers 
from the Balata refugee camp 
near Nablus were also treated for 
beating injuries to the face, said 
the reports and an official at AI 
Ittihad hospital in Nablus. 

The army’s chief military pro- 
secutor Amnon Strasnov re- 
jected charges by legislators that 
new orders loosening restrictions 
on the fixing of plastic bullets 
were illegal. 

“The orders since the start of 
the uprising are legal and within 
the limits of the law... we are 


dealing with mass provocation, 
violent demonstrations and you 
can’t stand still with your hands in 
your pocket without respond- 
ing,” he told Israel Radio. 

The Israeli defence ministry 
said last week that a new military 
crackdown meant soldiers could 
fire plastic bullets at Palestinians 
involved in violent protests or 
running away afterwards. 

Plastic bullets, introduced by 
the army as a non-lethal way of 
breaking up demonstrations, 
have so far caused at least 48 
deaths, centrist legislator Amnon 
Rubenstein said. 

At least 378 Palestinians have 
died in the Palestinian revolt 
since it erupted in December 
1987. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
called for pressure on Iran to 
implement a U.N. resolution to 
end the Gulf war as a U.N. 
mediator began calks in Baghdad 
to revive stalled peace calks. 

“Time has come for the world 
community to force Iran to imple- 
ment (U.N.) Resolution 598 in 
full, to help achieve a just, com- 
prehensive and honourable peace 
in the Gulf region,” the ruling 
Baath Party newspaper AI Th3w- 
ra said in an editorial. 

. U.N. envoy Jan Eliasson Satur- 
day discussed strengthening the 
ceasefire and implementing the 
U.N. peace call with Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz, the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) said. 

Thawra said Eliasson, who ar- 
i rived in Baghdad Friday night, 
would find Iraq fully committed 
to its peaceful position and that it 
has no ambitions on the territory 
of others." 

The U.N. mediator flew to Iraq 
after talks with leaders in Tehran 
as pan of his search for incentives 
that might lure the Gulf war foes 
back to the bargaining cable after 
an 11-week stalemate. 

Eliasson, Sweden’s U.N. 
ambassador, was quoted by INA 
as saying he discussed a range of 
issues in Tehran but tt was too 
early to say if his mission would 
produce positive results. 

“There has been a need for a 
new incentive,” he said. “I hope 
this stage will be a contribution 
towards achieving peace.” 

Eliasson stopped in the south- 
ern Iraqi port of Basra Friday 
with General Slavko Jovic, 
Yugoslav commander of a United 
Nations observer force monitor- 
ing the August Gulf ceasefire. 

Eliasson said talks with Aziz 
and other officials were sche- 
duled for all day Saturday "and 
Sunday morning and that a defi- 
nite resumption of the peace talks 
launched in August could not be 
confirmed until he returned to 


Sharon airs death threat against Arafat 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Industry Minister Ariel 
Sharon issued a veiled threat 
against Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat Saturday saying 
there could never be peace in . 
the Middle East as long as the 
PLO leader “runs around 
alive.” 

Sharon, who spoke in an 
interview with Israel Radio, 
was voicing “a personal opin- 
ion that Arafat should be kil- 
led,” Sharon's spokesman 
Moshe Behagon told the 
Associated Press in a tele- 
phone interview. 

“He (Sharon) says many 
times that if it were possible, 
he would want to kill him 
(Arafat),” Behagon added. 

The remarks by Sharon, who 
was forced out in 1983 as de- 
fence minister after Israeli sol- 
diers and allied militiamen 
massacred Palestinians in 


Beirut in 1982, came during an 
escalating public debate in 
Israel over its policy towards 
the PLO. 

Israel officially refuses any 
dialogue with the PLO. It also 
protested bitterly when the 
U.S. opened talks with the 
PLO through the U.S. ambas- 
sador to Tunisia, Robert Pel- 
letreau, last month. 

But there are growing calls 
to change Israel’s policy, in- 
cluding one from Ezer Weiz- 
man of the Labour Party. 

Weizman called Friday and 
Saturday in interviews with' 
Israeli radio stations and the 
Jerusalem Post daily for an 
immediate dialogue with the 
PLO to end the nearly 14-' 
month uprising and bring a 
peace settlement. 

“Hand on my heart, I say 
that if we want to talk serious- 
ly, we must speak with the 
PLO,” Weizman said on army 


radio Saturday. 

In addition, an aide to De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
was reported by the Maariv 
daily Friday as holding talks 
with a jailed Palestinian leader 
from Jerusalem, Faisal AI Hus- 
seini. The contents of their 
conversations were reportedly 
passed on to PLO officials 
abroad. 

Arafat meets Kreisky 

Arafat flew to the 
Mediterranean island of Ma- 
jorca Saturday for an informal 
• meeting with former Austrian 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisky. 

Arafat, who Friday met the 
foreign ministers of Spain, 
France and Greece in Madrid, 
arrived in Palma, the capital of 
the Spanish island, Saturday 
morning in an Iraqi air force 
jet, officials said. 

The Palestinian leader was 
scheduled to meet Kreisky in 
the fonner chancellor’s home 


some 15 kilometres from 
Palma. 

The two men last met in 
Palma in December 1982 when 
Kreisky was still chancellor. 

The three European foreign 
ministers, who are spearhead- 
ing a European Economic 
Community (EEC) peace in- 
itiative in the Middle East, told 
Arafat they would try to speed 
up an international conference 
aimed at ending the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

Arafat urged President Bush 
Friday to open a new page in 
Middle East policies. 

Arafat accused the United 
States under Bush's predeces- 
sor Ronald Reagan of support- 
ing state terrorism by Israel. 

He told a news conference in 
Madrid Reagan's policies were 
“a constant threat to my peo- 
ple, a support to Israel's policy 
of occupation and to state ter- 
rorism on the part of Israel/’ 


“I... call on the new Bush 
administration to open a new 
page in policies towards the 
Middle East,” he said. 

A senior PLO official Satur- 
day urged the United States to 
upgrade its dialogue with the 
PLO and shift the venue to 
Washington. 

“We believe the dialogue 
must be on a higher level, that 
is if we wanted to be serious," 
Mahmoud Abbas, a PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee member, 
said in an interview with the 
Associated Press in Abu Dhabi. 

Abbas said the PLO “is 
trying to upgrade the level of 
the dialogue and to have to 
held in other places.” 

Asked about alternative 
venues, be said, “such as 
Washington.” 

In Washington Friday, Bush 
said that it was “too soon” to 
consider moving U.S. -PLO 
contacts to a higher level. 


Sheikh Sabah: Lebanese 
should help themselves 




KUWAIT (Agencies) — The 
head of an Arab League commit- 
tee attempting to solve the Leba- 
non’s constitutional crisis said 
Saturday its success or failure 
depended on the Lebanese them- 
selves. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmad AI 
Sabah told the Kuwait news agen- 
cy (KUNA) before leaving for 
Tunis, where the committee is 
due to meet Lebanese leaders 
Monday, there could be no solu- 
tion without the cooperation of 
all Lebanese factions. 

“The situation in Lebanon is 
complicated and it depends first, 
second and third on the Lebanese 
themselves and on the extent to 
which they respond to the efforts 
of their brothers in the Arab 
World,” he said. 

Lebanon has been without a 
president since September. Two 
governments, one military and 
the other civilian, compete for 
power. 

The Arab committee was 
formed during an emergency 
meeting of the Arab foreign 
ministers Jan. 10. 

In addition to Kuwait, the com- 
mittee groups the foreign minis- 
ters of Jordan, the United Arab 
Emira tes, Sudan, Algeria, Tunis 
and Arab League Secretary- 
General Chadli Klibi. 


“We. along with our Arab 
brothers, have great hope that, 
the Lebanese would come to real- 
ise that after 14 years of fighting, 
the continuation of this situation 
will not only harm Lebanon but 
Mil have adverse repercussions 
on the entire Arab World and its 
security and stability,” Sheikh 
Sabah said. 

Lebanese acting Prime Minis- 
ter Salim AI Hoss arrived in 
Tonis Saturday to take part in the 
Arab bid to solve the constitu- 
tional crisis. 

The Tunisian authorities post- 
ed sharpshooters on the roof of 
the airport terminal and barred 
reporters from the reception 
lounge when Hoss and Speaker of 
Parliament Hussein AI Husseini 
came off an Air France flight 
from Paris. 

They have also installed bomb 
detection equipment in the lobby 
of the Tunis Hilton, where Hoss 
and .Husseini are staying and 
where the Arab League commit- 
tee will meet them Monday. 

Sheikh Sabah arrived in Tunis 
earlier Saturday. 

Lebanon's military prime 
minister, Army Commander 
Michel Aoun, was expected to 
leave Beirut for Tunis Saturday 
but Arab League officials said he 
would not arrive until Sunday. 

Sheikh Sabah was expected to 




Amal-Hizbollah war 
rages; bombs hurt 1 2 


Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmad AI Sabah 

meet in Tunis Monday separately 
with Aoun and Hoss as well 
as Husseini. 

■ The mam aim of the Arab 
League committee is to reunite 
.Lebanese government institu- 
tions and arrange for presidential 
elections to avert formal partition 
of the country. 

The United States said Friday 
the Tunis meeting was a big 
chance to start restoring unity in 
Lebanon. 

“The United States applauds 
this action by the Arab League 
and shares its concern about the 
political impasse in Lebanon. We 
strongly support the Arab League 
in helping Lebanon move speedi- 
ly toward the election of a con- 
sensus president, “State Depart- 
ment spokesman Charles Red- 
man said. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A car- 
bomb exploded Saturday in east 
Lebanon and rival militias 
clashed in early morning street 
battles in south Beirut. Police 
said the violence killed one per- 
son and wounded nine. 

A police spokesman said six 
people, including a Syrian sol- 
dier, were wounded when, a yellow 
Renault car blew up at 10:45 a.m. 
(0845 GMT) in the Bekaa town of 
Bar Elias. 

In a separate attack, a bomb 
placed in the entrance to a build- 
ing in Kaskas street in West 
Beirut exploded at 6:05 p.m. 
(1605 GMT) wounding six peo- 
ple, a police spokesman said. 

The victims were rushed to the 
Makassed hospital, the spokes- 
man said, adding that no other 
details were available. 

Ambulances, their sirens wail- 
ing, evacuated the wounded 
Lebanese from Bar Elias to a 
hospital in the Bekaa Valley town 
of Zahleh where they were tre- 
ated for “minor wounds and dis^ 
charged," a - police spokesman 
said. 

He said the carbombing, the 
second in Lebanon this year, also 
set ablaze eight parked cars and 
damaged 12 stores. 

The first car-bombing occurred 
in the south Beirut slum of Bir 


Abed Jan. 13, killing seven peo- 
ple and wounded 15. 

By police count, 116 people 
were killed and 448 wounded in 
20 carbombings in Lebanon in 
1988. 

A 90-minute firefight between 
the Amal militia and Hizbollah 
(Party of God), in the slums of 
south Beirut killed one person 
and wounded three, according to 
police. 

Police said Amal and Hizbollah 
militiamen traded machine gun 
fire and rocket-propelled gre- 
nades until 7:30 a.m. (0530 
GMT) when the Syrian command 
dispatched patrols to the con- 
tested region to enforce a cease- 
fire. 

The latest casualties hiked the 
overall toll to 173 killed and 340 
wounded since a new round of 
Amal-Hizbollah fighting broke 
out in south Beirut Dec. 31 and 
spread to South Lebanon’s Iqlim 
AI Tufah province. 

It was the second outbreak of 
fighting since a truce was 
announced Wednesday after talks 
in Damascus between the foreign 
ministers of Syria and Iran and 
Amal and Hizbollah representa- 
tives. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati returned to 
Damascus Saturday. 


New York and consulted with 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. 

“T am now looking forward to 
interesting talks here,” he said. 
“We hope of course that the 
process will move on and that this 
round of visits will move it 
along.” 

Eliasson said he could not go 
into the substance of his talks in 
Tehran earlier this week or say 
wherher the Iranian government 
had changed any of its conditions 
for resuming the talks. 

Before arriving in Baghdad late 
Friday, the U.N. official and 
several aides flew up and down 
the Shatt AI Arab waterway 
which before the war, had formed 
the boundary between Iran and 
Iraq. 

Asked about the situation 
along the front, he said there had 
been exchanges of fire in Decem- 
ber, “but not of the nature that 
would endanger the ceasefire.” 

Iraq insists the ceasefire should 
be fixed before talks move on to 
other parts of Resolution 598. It 
says dredging of the Shatt Al 
Arab border waterway is part of 
the resolution. 

Iran rejects clearing the water- 
way of war debris before its legal 
status is resolved. The dispute 
over the Shan Al Arab was one 
of the main causes of the eight- 
year-war. 

Tehran maintains that top 
priority should be given to the 
withdrawal of Iraqi troops it says 
still occupy 1,000 square 
kilometres of its western terri- 
tory. 

Eliasson’s latest effort to en- 
force Resolution 598 began Jan. 
23 in Iran. There he held four 
days of talks 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency quoted Eliasson as saying 
at Tehran airport Friday that his 
talks “were useful and fruitful.’’ 
He did not elaborate. 


Norway 
calls for 
quick 
peace 
moves 


CAIRO (R) — The internation- 
al community needs to move 
quickly to take advantage of 
peace possibilities created by 
Palestinian recognition of 
Israel, Norwegian Foreign 
Minister ThorvaJd Stoltenberg 
said Saturday. 

Stoltenberg said he would 
tell Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat, who he is due to meet 
in Tunis Sunday, that the 
PLO’s recognition of Israel and 
renunciation of terrorism last 
month were important steps. 

“1 think we all need to move 
quickly in the sense that now is 
a time of possibilities in the 
area,” he told Reuters after 
talks with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid. 

Stoltenberg, who discussed 
peace prospects earlier with 
His Mqjesty King Hussein at 
Aqaba, said he was seeking 
Information and had no new 
peace plan. He is due to visit 
Israel and Syria in March. 

He said Egypt and Jordan, 
campaigning like Norway and 
most European countries for 
an international Middle East 
peace conference, felt “that we 
live in a time of possibilities 
and that should be utilised.” 

Asked whether Norway 
could influence Israel, which 
refuses to talk to the PLO or 
agree to an international con- 
ference, Stoltenberg said: “I 
don't know if we can play a 
role hot we have a long tradi- 
tion of relations with Israel.” 

He said his Labour Party, 
then out of power, had done “a 
very modest mailman job” be- 
tween the PLO and Israeli 
groups in the early 1980s. 

Stoltenberg said Norway was 
interested in helping Middle 
East peace efforts even though 
"this area is very far from my 
country.” 

With Abdul Meguid at his 
side, he said: “The purpose of 
my visit is getting information 
and evaluation from the key 
personalities in the area. 
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2 Middle East News 

Soviets continue 
supply airlift to Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — The Soviet Union delivered 
emergency food and fuel supplies to the besieged 
Afghan capital Saturday as more countries pondered 
whether to close their embassies before the Soviet 
army completes its withdrawal. 


- Soviet planes flew tbe 
emergency supplies to Kabul air- 
port. and convoys composed of at 
least 112 trucks hauled the food 
and fuel to grain silos and gaso- 
line stations where long lines of 
people and cars started forming 
at dawn. 

Some of the fuel trucks headed 
up die Salang Highway, the only 
land route open from Kabul to 
the Soviet Union. The highway 
passes through territory control- 
led by guerrillas who have been 
fighting to topple the Kabul gov- 
ernment for the past decade. 

Shortages have eased some- 
what since the Soviets started 
aixiifting food to Kabul last week. 
But Afghans, many wearing only 
lightweight cotton clothing and 
sandals in the freezing wind, still 
waited stoically in lines for bread 
and gasoline. 

The latest emergency airlift 
came as an increasing number of 
non-communist nations were de- 


riding to close their embassies 

The first country to close its 
mission was West Germany a 
week ago. But when the United 
States said Thursday that it would 
soon withdraw its diplomats, 
several other Western nations fol- 
lowed with similar announce- 
ments, including Britain, France 
and Japan. 

Italian diplomats said their 
government was considering simi- 
lar action, and non- Western di- 
plomats said the Soviet Union's 
Warsaw Pact allies would prob- 
ably leave as soon as the Soviet 
troop withdrawal is completed. 

tn New Delhi, the Afghan 
embassy said Austria also bad 
decided to close its mission in 
Kabul. 

Workers erected steel planks 
around the Iranian embassy in 
Kabul Saturday, but there was no 
immediate word whether Tehran 
planned to close its diplomatic 
mission. 



Soviet aircraft flying in Afghan airspace uses flares to divert 
heat-seeking missiles fired by Afghan rebels 
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employees — one-third of what i: 
was before the withdrawal en- 
tered its final stage. 

Two Soviet military transport 
planes left Kabul Saturday with 
Soviet families. Helicopter 
gunships escorted tbe planes over 
the hills ringing Kabul airport. 
The planes dropped flares, de- 
signed to deflect heat-seeking 
missiles fired by anti-government 
guerrillas. 

Despite the impending closures 
of Western embassies, the U.S. 
embassy-operated American 
Gub served California wine and 
cheeseburgers and showed Viet- 
nam movies Friday night to a 
dozen Westen diplomats prepar- 
ing to leave soon. 

The American Gub. located 
about two kilometres from the 
U.S. embassy, was scheduled to 
close Saturday. 

The U.S. State Department 
has said the last U.S. embassy 
staffers in Kabul would leave in a 
few days. Dependents and all but 
11 diplomats and security guards 
already have departed. Last 
October, the embassy had a staff 
of 21 U.S. citizens. 

A non-Western diplomat, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, called the U.S. decision to 
close the embassy “all a part of 
Washington's manoeuvring, 
trying to show to the world that 
this government is on the verge of 
collapse/' 

The United States has pre- 
dicted that President Najibullah 
and his People’s Democratic Par- . 
ty of Afghanistan (PD PA) will 
foil from power soon after the 
Soviet withdrawal is completed. 

The government denounced 
the Western nations' decisions to 
dose their embassies, claiming it 
could provide the necessary 
security even after the Soviets 
leave. It said the closing were a 
ploy to undermine the Kabul 
government and “encourage the 
counter-revolutionary guerrillas 
to intensify the fighting and 
frighten the people.” 

The Soviet news agency TASS 
quoted an Afghan Foreign Minis- 
try statement as saying the 
Afghan army was successfully de- 
fending areas from which Soviet 
forces have already left. 

“The decisions' of Western 
states can only be assessed as an 
attempt to sap the trust of inter- 
national public opinion in the 
ability of state authorities to de- 
fend the city from extremists,” 
the statement said. 


O AU chief 
arrives in 
Algiers on 
state visit 

ALGIERS (Agencies) — Moussa 
Traore, president of Mali and 
chairman of the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU). arrived in 
Algiers Saturday, for a two-day 
state visit, the APS news agency 
reported. 

The OAU is co-sponsoring a 
United Nations peace plan for the 
Western Sahara where Algerian- 
backed Polisario guerrillas have i 
fought Moroccan troops for inde- I 
pendence for 13 years. 

Traore's visit comes at a time ] 
of intense diplomatic activity 
aimed at settling the dispute. , 
Morocco walked out of the OAU j 
when it admitted Polisario in 
1984. 

Polisario declared a truce Fri- 
day in a move that it said was 
aimed at hastening progress to- 
wards an accord and a self-deter- 
mination referendum. 

The announcement, made by 
the “information ministry" of the 
“Saharan Arab democratic re- 
public" the Polisario's diplomatic 
arm. is the group’s contribution 
to improving the conditions for 
the summit of Maghreb leaders 
next month in Marrakech. 

The statement also comes be- 
fore further expected meetings 
between Morocco's King Hassan 
II and Polisario leaders. 




A platoon of Soviet soldiers, kitted out in thick 
footwear from the Afghan winter, catch their last 


glimpse of Kabul before a transort plane flies them 
away from the war and back home. 



U.S.-lsrael military 
ties remaining strong 


Muammar Qadhafl 

Qadhafi 
hopes to 
meet Bush 

NEW YORK (R) — Muammar 
Qadhafi appeared «»n U.S. televi- 
sion Friday with his wife and said 
he hoped to meet President 
George Bush to improve Libya’s 
relations with the country that 
bombed his home in 198b. 

Asked if he wanted direct talks 
with the new U.S. president. 
Qadhafi told ABC Television: ‘It 
is not a question of do I want to. I 
think it is a need, it is a necessity. 

“If we want to build correct, 
sound, healthy relations, we 
should understand each other 
directly. I have hoped that this 
would be achieved sometime dur- 
ing (the) Bush administration.'' 

Bush, as Ronald Reagan's vice 
president, once called Qadhafi 
“an egomaniac who would trigger 
world war III just to make head- 
lines." 

Qadhafi praised Bush as being 
a big imDrovement over Reagan, 
who lebelled the Libyan leader a 
“mad dog" and authorised the 
1986 bombing of the military 
compound where Qadhafi lives. 

His wife Safiya, who appeared 
briefly along with four of Qadha- 
fi's seven children, said one of the 
boys still had nightmares about 
the bombing. An adopted baby 
daughter was killed in the raid. 

She said the West misunder- 
stands her husband, and joked i 
that if the West’s portrayal of him | 
were true, “I wouldn't have 
stayed with him until now.” She j 
said they had been married 19 
years. 

Qadhafi said of Bush: “I know 
he's a man who is completely 
different from Reagan. He's a 
politician, a factual man, a prac- 
tical man. Reagan used to treat 
the presidency as a theatre where 
he performs his acts.” 

He said he opposed terrorism 
directed against civilians and that 
he had neither ordered nor com- 
mited any executions. 


TEL AVIV (R) — A former U.S. 
Defence Department official said 
Friday that close military coop- 
eration between Israel and the 
United States would continue 
under President George Bush 
even if the countries disagreed on 
peace moves. 

Dov Zakheim, former deputy 
undersecretary of defence, also 
proposed that American Jews 
contribute money to Israeli de- 
fence industries to supplement 
the $1.8 billion in U.S. military 
aid to the Zionist slate each year. 

“The relationship between the 
United States and Israel is a lot 
deeper and more sophisticated 
than it ever was,” Zakheim said. 
“There is going to be a great 
degree of continuity, and I think 
Israel is very fortunate for that." 

The U.S. and Israel have 
strengthened their military ties 
after signing a secret strategic 
cooperation agreement in 1982. . 

“There is a long-range conflu-. 
ence of American strategic in- 
terests with Israel. This ... does 
not mean that in the short range 
we can't disagree bitterly,” 
Zakheim told a seminar on U.S.- 
israeli strategic cooperation at 
Hebrew University. 

But Professor Gerald Stein- 
berg. a political scientist at Bar 
Ilan University, said.at the semi- 
nar that Bush may tone down 
U.S. -Israeli strategic cooper- 
ation to pursue Middle East 
peace and improved ties with the 
Soviet Union. 

“If it becomes from the Bush 
administration's perspective 
necessary to pressure Israel, I 


Joint committee meets 


(Continued from page 1 

to proceed with firm steps for an 
expanded Arab cooperation that 
serves the common prosperity, 
integration, and good." 

The Jordanian side to the talks 
includes the ministers of trans- 
port, labour, energy and mineral 
resources, information, higher 
education, interior, agriculture, 
tourism, industry and trade as 
well as representatives of the 
Aqaba Region Authority, Royal 
Jordanian, in addition to the 
Jordanian ambassador to Egypt, 
tbe director of the prime minis- 
ter’s office and the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade's secretary 
general. 

The Egyptian side to the two- 
day meeting includes the minis- 
ters of agriculture, transport, 
telecommunications, labour, 
energy, electricity, information, 
higher education, interior, eco- 
nomy and trade and tourism and 
Egypt’s ambassador to Jordan. 

Before the start of tbe formal 


JORDAN T I M 

Irish envoy seeks to % 
verify hostage rumours ^ 


meeting, Sedki and Rifai held a 
private meeting to review topics 
on the agenda, which was pre- 
pared by a joint committee that 
ended sessions in the Egyptian 
capital on Friday. 

Upon arrival in Cairo, Rifai 
said in a statement that Jordan 
and Egypt maintain joint coop- 
eration as part of the ongoing 
process to bolster pan-Arab soli- 
darity. 

The committee. Rifai noted, 
“will review achievements by 
joint Jordanian-Egyptian enter- 
prises over the past six rnomhs 
and will look into means of boost- 
ing cooperation between the two 
countries in trade, industry, 
transport, telecommunications, 
higher education, tourism and 
information. 

Jordan and Egypr had started 
off their cooperation with a hum- 
ble step, but thanks to continued 
efforts and contacts and consulta- 
tions. the rwo countries are now 
heading for major achievements, 
the prime minister said. 


! BEIRUT (R) — An Irish envoy 
1 was due in Beirur Saturday track- 
I ing rumours of the possible re- 
I lease of Western hostages be- 
lieved held in suburbs which war- 
j ring militias have turned into a 
battle zone. 

Patrick McCabe. Baghdad- 
based Irish ambassador to Leba- 
non, was expected io fly to Beirut 
i to check rumours Irishman Brian 
Keenan and British captive John 
McCarthy would be freed soon. 

British ambassador Allan 
Ramsay told Reuters he could 
not completely dismiss the chance 
of a foreigner being set free. 

“We have an open mind. We 
do not entirely dismiss the possi- 
bility of a release.” he said. “We 
continue to watch the situation, 
but we need clearer evidence 
j before we begin to think in terms 
of a definite release.” 

He said he would meet 
McCabe, who was arriving from 
Cyprus. 

But three days after the start or 
the tumours, whose origin was 
j unclear, there were no concrete 
signs of an imminent release. 

Iranian- backed Hizboflah gun- 
men exchaneed sporadic rocket- 
propelled grenades and 


machinegun fire with their AmaJ 
foes Saturday in Hajaj Street, 
where at one point last year some 
foreign hostages were reported to 

be held. , *, -v 

Some of the 17 Western hos- 
tages in Lebanon are believed to 
be incarcerated in the suburbs by 
Hizbollah on orders from Iran. 
Tehran and .the militants deny 
any links to kidnapping. - 
Keenan, 36, who holds both 
Irish and British nationality, was 
kidnapped April 11,^1986. as he 
walked to work at the American 
University of Beirut- 
McCarthy, 31. a journalist with 
the London-based Worldwide 
Television News, was seized six 
days later on the airport road. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility for holding them. 

Ireland’s ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia and Syria. Declan Con- 
nolly. discussed the hostage issue 
in Damascus with Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq A! Sharaa 
Wednesday. 

Keenan is the only Irishman 
among the foreigners kidnapped 
in Lebanon. 

Syria has since 1984 helped 
secure the release of several 
foreigners held in Lebanon. 


think we are going to see a lot of 
tension in that strategic rela- ! 
tionship,” Steinberg said. 

Zakheim cited the Soviet naval , 
presence in the Mediterranean 
and Soviet military aid to Syria as 
bases for close Israeli-U.S. 
strategic cooperation and listed a 
number of joint weapons projects 
that proved the growth of tech- 
nological ties. 

He said the 13-month-oId up- 
rising in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip had 
increased American public sym- 
pathy for the Palestinians but the 
Bush administration would main- 
tain the U.S. commitment to 
Israel’s “security." 

Steinberg questioned whether 
the Bush administration would 
share former President Ronald 
Reagan's “emotional" ties with 
Israel. 

“The strategic relationship was 
nurtured during the Reagan 
period, partly because of 
Reagan's own personal interest in 
Israel," he said. “The type of 
' emotional involvement of Bush 
and (defence secretary nominee 
John) Tower and a number of 
other people in the new adminis- 
tration is not as clear.” 

Zakheim said direct U.S. milit- 
ary aid would probably not ex- 
ceed the current annual level of 
$1.8 billion and proposed that 
American Jews establish a fund 
for private financial contributions 
to Israeli defence firms. 

“We collect money for trees 
but not for black boxes 
(avionics)," Zakheim said, refer- 
ring to contributions to an Israeli 
fund that plants forests. 


MIDDL E EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

U.S. ambassador locked up in his office 

BEIRUT (AP) — The local staff of the U.S. embassy in Beirut 
locked Ambassador John McCarthy in his office for three hours to 
press for higher salaries, an embassy source disclosed Saturday. 
The source, who insisted on not being identified further, said the 
Lebanese staff, including guards armed with rifles, blocked all 
entrances to the compound in the suburb of Aukar Friday 
afternoon. They “prevented anyone from entering” theambassa- 
dor's office. "The ambassador was there alone all the time," the 
source said. He said the protest “lasred for about three hours after 
which the Lebanese employees decided to call off the move for a 
week to give the ambassador time to follow up their demands with 
Washington.” He replied “no comment,*' when asked what the 
contingent of U.S. Marines stationed at the compound did during 
the protest. The sources said the local staff demanded “increase 
of salaries, and (were) protesting the lack of benefits for their 
families." He would not elaborate. 

West German held in Cyprus 

LARNACA (AP) — Siegfried Grebe, a West German drug 
smuggler who had escaped from a Spanish jail, was arrested 
Friday in this southern Cyprus port, police reported. An official 
statement said police found an automatic pistol with 68 rounds of 
ammunition and 20 kilogrammes of hashish in an apartment 
rented by Grebe in Larnaca. Grebe, 38, a shipwright, arrived in 
Larnaca last October and lived on his yacht. He moved to the 


rented apartment after selling the yacht earlier this month. Police 
spokesman Aghathocleous Christoforou said Interpol informed 
Cyprus police that Grebe had escaped from jail in Spain where he 
was convicted on drug smuggling charges. Christoforou addetf 
that Grebe had been under surveillance since his arrival in 
Cyprus. 

Fateh fighters protest wage cut 

*AIN AL HILWEH (R) — Angry Palestinian fighters blocked 
entrances to this South Lebanon refugee camp Saturday in protest 
at a pay cut. The fighters, dressed in green military fatigues, 
blocked roads leading to ‘Ain Al Hilweh with military vehicles 
and jeeps preventing cars from driving through, witnesses said. 
The Palestinians said that the mainstream Fateh faction of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation |PLO) had reduced their wages 
this month. They did not say by how much. Palestinian sources 
said Fateh fighters, of which there are an estimated 2,500 in ‘Ain 
Al Hilweh. are paid between $40 and $80 a month. 

Morocco denies peace plan report 

RABAT (R) — Morocco strongly denied Saturday a report that I 
King Hassan was about to announce a Middle East peace plan. and 
threatened legal action against radio and television stations that | 
broadcast it. “The government of the Kingdom of Morocco | 
categorically denies such allegations which are devoid of anyi 
basis." a statement issued by the official MAP news agency said. ' 
Local media, quoting a report in the Jerusalem Post, said the king 
would shortly call on Arab states to recognise Israel in retain for 1 
Palestinian self-determination. One Moroccan radio station, tbe 
Tangier-based Radio Medi 1, is known to have broadcast the, 
report. “With regard to any audiovisual station which diffuses such 
information, the government... has decided to take legal' and 
administrative action to safeguard the credibility of the Kingdom 1 
of Morocco." the statement said. 

Locusts threaten U AE agriculture ^4 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Swanns of locusts, coming from SattSfi \ 
Arabia and Qatar, have been sighted in the United Arab', 
Emirates heading east towards Abu Dhabi's agricultural areas. ! 
officials al the Ministry of Agriculture said Saturday. They said I 
the locust invasion covered 80 square kilometres, despite pesti- ! 
rides the ministry had sprayed as a precaution after several | 
j neighbouring Gulf countries reported sighting similar swarms. ; 
The officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, said They were 
concerned because the locusts at this stage are mature, ready to" I 
I lay eggs and multiply rapidly. The locusts spread eastward from 
Africa in October, and officials expect them to stay until May i 
| when temperatures-in the Gulf begin to rise. . ! 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Koran 

i5;40 Programme review 

15:45 Children programmes 

17:10 Football maich 

Ms®# Sews summary in Arabic 

•8:05 Local programme 

18:25 Local senes 

17:05 Luca! programme 

19:40 Programme review 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20^0 Arabic series 

21:30 Programme review 

21:40 Variety programme 

23400 News summary in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 LaBabySilfcr 

WSJ# L’ Ecufc lies Fans 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 A documcnlary 

19:30 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties programme 

20:00 News in Arabic 


20:30 

21:10 

22*6 

22:20 


Perfect Strangers 

The Silk Road 

Ncwi m English 

The Equaliser 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:08 Fajr 

Of>:2~ fSunnSc) Puha 

11,49 Dhuhr 

14:45 Asr 

17:10 Maghreb 

18:29 - bha 

CHURCHES 

Assemblies or God Church, Tel. 

*32785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
63744ti. 

De la Salle Chun* Td. 66175? 
Tcrrasani* Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Td. 


628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 8 158 17, 321264 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy with slight 
increase in temperature. In Aqaba, it 
will be partly cloudy with northerly 
moderate wind and calm sea. 

MinJmax. temp. 
Amman d / ] l 


Aqaba 8/18 

Deserts 0/ 12 

Jordan Valley 6/18 

YcslerdayS high temperatures: Am- 
man 9, Aqaba 17. Humidity readings: 
Amman 80 per cent, Aqaba 34 per 
cent. - 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHTDUTY 

AMMAN:. __ 

Dr. Munir Ooqish 898001 

Dr. 'Adci 'Amman 81*148 

Dr. 'Awni Al Sawamdch ........ 777665 

Dr. Yousef Rashcd 8%30I 

Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77S336 

AIAscma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukb pharmacy tC3o72 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yncoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 


ZARQA: 


EMERGENCIES 


Civil Defence Immediate 


... (— ) 
... {— 1 

Telephone intormation 
(directory assistance) 

12 

17 

... {— 1 
985417 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .. 

... 623IUI 
... bbliOl 
...7731U 


Radio Jordan 

... 7741H 
... 680100 

Mini 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Electric Power 

... 8156(5 
... h36381 

630341 
.... 199 

R J Right Information 

Queen Alia (nil. Airport 

08-53200 

US-52000 


Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 


898001 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

775121 

HOSPITALS 

812148 

777665 

Highway Police 

656390/91 

AMMAN: 


896301 

Public Security Department 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 

- 813813/32 

661912 


656000 / 685111 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 

.. 644281/6 

778336 

Hotel Cdmpteinis 

—.605800 

Akikh Maternity. J. Amn. 

.. 642441/2 

637055 

Price Complajots 

661 176 

Jabql Amman Maternity... 

641362 

623672 

636730 

Water and Sewerage 


Palestine, Shmeisani 

- 664171/4 

644945 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints 


Shmeisani Hospital 

669131 

637660 • 

787111 

University Hospital 

84SR45 


A l-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali p64J6+'6 

lualinn. Al-Muhajnxn 777101/3 

AJ- Bashir. J. Ashraflch 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Mark* 89J6JJ/J5 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital {09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. {09)991071 
Ibn Sina Hospital {09)986732 

IRBID: 

PrincesABasrru Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

fbn Al Nafces Hospital {02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... {03)314111 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcr/lowcr price itt fils per kg. 

Apple (rcdl 500 / 450 

Apple (yellow) 450 / 400 
Earuma 350 / 300 


Banana (Mukammar) 300 / 250 

5®“* 600 / 500 

Cabbage 

Carrots 230:/ 180 

Cauliflower 230/ ISO 

Cucumbers 460 / 400 

Da >« 6007500 

EsSpJaai 160/130 

Garlic .-. 2807200 

Grapefruit 1707120 

Lemon 2207160 

lettuce {per one) 120/ 80 

Marrow (large) 350 / 300 

Marrow (small) -S®-./ JffiJj 

Orange (French) r ” ;• 35W3ffi| 

Orange {S bam mouti) .......V* 

Orange (local) HOF 2® , 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) .Jc.... 220 /'fbQ. 

Pepper (hot) JT. ....... 560 £480-7 

Pepper (sweet) .. 460 / 4# 

PofWO- ./. sMO:/20p; : 

Mandarin 28$?3®. 

Tomatoes ...i 21074$ 
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Abu Taleb opens course 
for senior army officers 


AMMAN (Petra) — Army Chief 
of Staff Lieutenant-General Fatlii 
Abu Taleb Saturday opened the 
30th training course for senior 
army officers at the Royal Com- 
mand and Staff Academy and 
delivered a speech outlining the 
importance of the high-level 
training coarse and welco min g 
the participation of army officers 
from Arab states. 

_ “The academy gives due atten- 
tion to the development of milit- 
ary personnel and training high 


calibred officers to achieve the 
best results, Abu Taleb said. 

He reviewed Jordan’s en- 
deavours to fend off external 
aggression on the Arab nation 
and paid tribute to the Hashemite 
leadership and directives that are 
boosting Jordan's security and 
stability. 

Among those attending the 
opening ceremony was Mu’ta 
University President Ali Mahaf- 
zah, senior army officers and the 
academy's commander. 


Frost-hit farm exports to 
Europe at near standstill 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan's farm 
exports to Europe are at a near 
standstill after frost caused losses 
of JD 800,000, officials said 
Saturday. 

Gbazi Abu Hassan, director- 
general of the state-owned Agri- 
cultural Marketing and Proces- 
sing Company (AMPCO), told 
Reuters vegetable exports to nine 
European countries were running 
at only two tonnes a day, instea d 
of the planned 44. 

He said volume, reduced by 
frost which hit the Jordan Valley 
early this month, might rise next- 
month if the weather improved 
and local demand could be satis- 
fied. 

“Now we are sending very 
small quantities just to keep .our 
name in the market, but we hope 


to be able to send 3,000 to 4,000 
tonnes over the next four 
months,” he said. 

Jordan had agreed to sell 7,900 
tonnes of marrow, sweet and 
green peppers, eggplant and hari- 
cot beans to Italy, France, West 
Germany, Britain, The Nether- 
lands, Belgium, Sweden, De- 
nmark and Austria between 
November and May for up to 
$1,500 a tonne. About 150 far- 
mers were involved. 

AMPCO is responsible for 
helping Jordanian . farmers find 
new markets for tbeir exports, 
most of which go to the Gulf. 

His Majesty King Hussein has 
ordered the Agriculture Ministry 
to compensate fanners for losses 
caused by bad weather. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY TALKS: Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Education Minister Thonqan Hfadawi will open die sessions 
of the consultative meeting on teaching science and technology in the 
Arab World on Feb. 6. The meeting will be held by the Ministry of 
Education in cooperation with the Amman-based United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) re- 

- gional office. The Sawt A1 Shaab daily said that the three-day 
. meeting will discuss a number of working papers, on the Arab 

countries' expertise in the field of teaching science and technology, in 
; addition to developing methods of teaching. (Petra) 

; KH LEI FAT MEETS ENVOYS: Minister of Youth Awad Khleifat 

• had separate meetings here Saturday with the ambassadors of Syria 
; and the United Arab Emirates in Jordan. They discussed sports and 
; youth cooperation between Jordan and their respective countries. 
: (Petra) 

! RJ TO GET NEW AIRBUS: The Royal Jordanian (RJ) will 
; acquire a new Airbus plane in early February. According to Sawt A1 
; Shaab, this plane is part of a deal for 12 Airbus planes which will join- 
; RJ before 1992. These planes will replace the Boeing 727 and 

- modernise the Jordanian civilian air fleet. (Petra) 

I LIBYAN MEDICAL TEAM TO ARRIVE: Jordan Medical Asso- 
; tiation (JMA) President Dr. Mamdonh A1 Abbadi has said that a 
; medical delegation from the Libyan Medical Association will visit 
> Jordan at the invitation of the JMA. In a statement to Sawt Al Shaab, 

; he said that the medical delegation will sign work contracts with 
Jordanian doctors willing to work in Libya. Dr. Abbadi added that 

• the total number of unemployed doctors exceeded 500. There are' 

• 8,000 registered doctors at the JMA. (Petra) 

SAFETY BELTS: The Public Security Department (PSD) regula- 
tions with regard to wearing the safety belt will go into effect 
Wednesday, Sawt A1 Shaab says. Passengers sitting in the front seats 
of vehicles should wear the belts. Violators of these regulations will 
be fined. (Petra) 

ARBOR DAY CELEBRATIONS: Arbor Day celebrations were 
held at the Sports Oty district in Salt Saturday and hundreds of 
school children and local residents planted fruit and forest trees 
provided by the Ministry of Agriculture. Agriculture department 
officials said that 186,000 forest tree saplings will be planted during 
1989 in the Balqa Govemorate. In Ramtha. another tree planting 
celebration was held and local residents planted saplings of different 
types of trees in a number of selected areas. (Petra) 

ITALIAN ENVOY VISITS JUST: Italian Ambassador to Jordan 
Francesco de Curten Saturday called at the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology (JUST) and met with its President Kamel 
Ajlouni to discuss cooperation between JUST and Italian universities 
‘ in cultural and scientific fields. The university president briefed the 
ambassador on the university's developments and programmes. 
(Petra) 

ADMINISTRATIVE PLANNING: A number of officials from 
industrial, financial, and other institutions Saturday took part in a 
seven-day scientific meeting on administrative planning at the Jordan 

• Institute of Management The meeting is designed to provide the 
. participants with foe necessary expertise to efficiently carry out the 
. job of planning. (Petra) 


Jordan to take part in 
Islamic meeting on trade 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
fake part in board and general 
assembly meetings of foe Islamic 
Chambers of Industry and Trade 
which is due to open in Abu 
Dhabi in February. 

The four-day meetings will dis- 
cuss means of increasing foe 
volume of trade among Islamic 
nations and a Jordanian proposal 
■ on promoting the role of pan- 
. Is lami c federations in promoting 
the Islami c economic structure, 
and in foe formation of economic 
blocs within the Islamic World. 

The Jordanian proposal calls 


for the formation of specialised 
federations designed to stimulate 
fruitful cooperation among Isla- 
mic countries in insurance, trans- 
port, phosphate, potash and ferti- 
liser industries. 

Ahmad Ghneim from the Am- 
man Chamber of Commerce will 
represent Jordan at the coming 
meetings. 

The Jeddah Islamic Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry was 
formed by the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) to help 
strengthen the economies of Isla- 
mic countries. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

die daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

tim e and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

-A- An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Artists at Al 
Wariti Art Gaflery. 

■fr A plastic art exhibition by Egyptian artist Yassin Ibrahim 
- Mohammad at the Housing Bank Gallery. 

A An art exhibition by artist Misa Enter at foe Petra Bank 
Gallery. 

* a photography exhibition entitled “Under Pore Skies” exhibit- 
ing J00 19th century photographs of the Middle East at the 
Royal Cultural Centre — 5:30 p-m. 

FILM 

* A feature fBm entitled “Twelve Angry Men” at the American 
Centre ■— 7:00 p.m. 



Prince Abdullah presents awards 


HIS Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ibu Al 
Hussein Saturday distributed cups and awards to 
the winners of the offshore power-boat race held 
In the port city of Aqaba Friday. Deputising for 
His Majesty King Hussein, Prince Abdullah pre- 
sented the cup to his brother Prince Faisal who 
came first in the race, and to Mashaal Jarallah 
from Kuwait and Nasser Saad from the Unitedr 
Arab Emirates. The race was organised by the 


Royal Jordanian Water Skiing and Boating Fed- 
eration, the Royal Jordanian Coast Guard, the 
Royal Yachts and the Aqnamarina Hotel in 
cooperation with the Jordan Ports Corporation 
and in coordination with Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 
The 280 kflometres race was attended by King 
Hussein, Her Majesty Queen Noor and a number 
of officials (Petra photo) 


AACO to set up pan-Arab data 
bank to serve Arab airlines 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab Air 
Carriers' Organisation (AACO) 
has decided to set up a pan-Arab 
data bank to serve as a source of 
information for ali Arab airlines, 
according to Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) Vice President for Public 
Relations Munib Touqan. 

The AACO’s information com- 
mittee decided on the data bank 
at its three-day meeting which 
was held in Manama, Bahrain, 
and attended by delegates from 
the AACO’s 17-member nations, 
Touqan said upon returning to 
Amman from foe meeting. 

He said that the committee set 
up a team to conduct a feasibility 
study and later to follow up the 
implementation of foe project. 

“Cooperation among Arab air- 
lines was discussed and the meet- 
ing decided on a general pattern 


for providing tr ainin g to person- 
nel in the information field.” 
Touqan noted. 

He said that the information 
committee stressed the import- 
ance for Arab airlines to partici- 
pate in various world air shows 
and other events, and said that the 
AACO decided to take part in 
the La boorget International Air 
Show tb be held in Paris in June 
1989. 

The AACO also decided to 
take part in an art exhibition, 
which is to be held in Washington 
early next year, with foe purpose 
of hi g hli g hting Arab culture and 
heritage, displaying samples of 
Arab artists' works, Touqan 
noted. 

At the meeting, Touqan was 
re-elected for another two-year 
term as chairman of foe AACO’s 



Mnnib Touqan 


information committee — a post 
he had held since the committee’s 
establishment four years ago. 


Tunis talks call for campaign 
to support uprising — Qatanani 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One of the major 
tasks that lies ahead of the Arab 
World in its drive to support the 
13-month-old Palestinian uprising 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, is a comprehensive 
media campaign on all levels, to 
support the anti-occupation re- 
volt through further exposing 
Israel's oppressive measures 
against foe Palestinian people in 
the occupied territories, a recent 
Arab meeting in Tunis has con- 
cluded. 

The biennial meeting in Timis 
of Arab countries and organisa- 
tions hosting Palestinian refugees 
has urged better Arab media 
coverage of the uprising and cal- 
led for an intensified drive to foil. 
Israel's plans to extend its control 
to Islamic and Christian holy 
places in occupied Jerusalem. 

Dr. Ahmad Qatanani, head of 
the Foreign Ministry’s Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs who 
headed Jordan's delegation to foe * 
meeting held in foe third week of 
December, said the two recom- 
mendations, to be tabled before 
the next meeting of the Arab 
League Council, were the most 
important outcome of the Tunis 
meeting. 

“The recommendation empha- 
sised the need to put together 
programmes in foe various Arab 
countries to support the uprising 
in the occupied territories,” 
Qatanani said in an interview 
with the Jordan 'Hmes. “Educa- 
tional programmes, television 
shows and radio broadcasts that 
will keep up with foe develop- 
ments and support the people of 
the intifada” were foe main focus 
of the recommendation, Qatana- 
ni said. 

Referring to the recently-flo- 
ated Israeli plan to extend the 
occupation authorities' control of 
Islamic and Christian holy places 


in occupied Jerusalem, Qatanani 
noted that it was the first time in 
the history of Palestine that an 
occupying power had sought to 
do so. 

If Israel goes ahead and imple- 
ments the plan, Qatanani said, 
holy places such as foe sacred Al 
Aqsa Mosque and foe Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre will be sub- 
jected to Israeli harassment. 
“This plan wfll bring foe holy 
places under foe direct control of 
the Israeli mayor of Jerusalem,” 
he said. 

The Tunis meeting condemned 
the plan and called for a study on 
its legality, he said, and to make 
the whole world aware of Israel's 
intentions. “It is something 
new,” he said, noting that at no 
time under foreign occupation of 
Palestine were the holy places put 
under the direct control of the 
occupying power, including the 
Ottoman rulers and the British 
mandate authorities prior to the 
partition of Palestine. 

Earlier this month, foe chair- 
man of the Jerusalem-based Aw- 
af and Islamic Affairs Council, 
heikh Saaduddin Al Alami, cal- 
led on His Majesty King Hussein 
to use all his powers to block foe 
Israeli plan, which was recently 
forwarded to foe Israeli govern- 
ment by its legal adviser. 

The plan is believed to have foe 
blessing of almost all parties rep- 
resented in Israel’s “national uni- 
ty” government formed in De- 
cember. 

Another subject tackled by foe 
Tunis meeting, which was 
attended by representatives of 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Pales- 
tine and related Arab League 
organisations, was Israeli settle- 
ments in foe occupied territories. 

It noted that the total number 
of settlements stood at 171 in the 
West Bank and 20 in the Gaza 
Strip, Qatanani said. The total 
number of officially recorded set- 
tlers in the West Bank was about 
70,000. But other reports indicate 


Bridgestone to hold course for 
agents, distributors in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
delegation leaves Amman Sun- 
day to lake part in a special 
training course and to examine 
Bridgestone Tyres modem tech- 
nology in Bangkok -Thailand . 

The delegation has been in- 
vited to attend the course by the 
T amil R mtami and Sons Com- 
pany (Bridgestone) in the coming 
week to orient themselves on foe 
Bridgestone Tyres high quality 


products. 

Taking part in the course, the 
first of its kind for Jordanians, 
are: Yanai Bustami, general man- 
ager of the Bridgestone company 
in Jordan, Rashid Haddad, Nasr 
Al Bustami and Hashem Sbukri 
from foe company’s sales depart- 
ment. 

Also invited to take pan in the 
course is a number of Bridges- 
tone sales agents in the Kingdom. 


foal the number is dose to 
90,000, not including the huge 
number of settlers around what 
Israel describes as “Greater Jeru- 
salem." 

Jordan presented a paper at the 
conference to “alert the interna- 
tional community for the present 
settlement situation and make 
them aware of Israel's plans to 
build 53 settlements in the next 
four years. The Israeli settlement, 
policy is continuing and is very 
d ear,” Qatanani said . 

The activities and programmes 
of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Re- 
fugees (UNRWA) were also dis- 
cussed by foe Tunis meeting. The 
issue has assumed a larger-th an- 
us uai profile in Arab delibera- 
tions in light of the negative 
impact that Israeli measures 
against the uprising have left on 
the health and education, as well 
as social services situation of 
Palestinian refugees living in the 
occupied territories. 

The meeting agreed that UN- 
RWA’s additional burdens re- 
quired additional funds, there- 
fore they recommended that reg- 
ular contributors increase tbeir 
donations to tackle this 
emergency. 

An appeal was also made to 
countries which are not regular 
donors to UNRWA to make con- 
tributions. 

A meeting of the Arab coun- 
tries hosting Palestinian refugees 
found in 1988 that it would 
amount to almost double foe UN- 
RWA budget to meet foe needs 
of the refugee population. 

“Obviously, we could not ask 
the donors to double their con- 
tribution," said Qatanani. “UN- 
RWA does not have a budget to 
fulfill its needs and so we always 
say if they do not get additional 
amounts, an unacceptable strain 
will be placed on foe host coun- 
tries. We have calculated last 
year’s needs of foe Palestinians, 
they are almost double that of 
UNRWA’s $200 million budget.” 

However, “any additional 
funds will be much welcomed by 
UNRWA, especially these days,” 
be said. 

Qatanani said foe Tunis meet- 
fag discussed foe political and 
administrative implications of foe 
decisions, adopted by foe Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) in 
Algiers last November, but did 
not take up foe subject of a 
Palestinian passport, which/ 
according to earlier reports, was 
expected to be raised at the meet- 
ing by foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 


Ministry worked out 
plans to boost exports 
by 30 pe cent — Tabbaa 


By Tareq Khouri 

Petra 

CAIRO — The Ministry of Industry and Trade has 
worked out plans for increasing by at least 30 per 
cent the total amounts of Jordan’s exports of 
manufactured products which are of very good 
quality and of a highly competitive standard. Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade Hamdi Tabbaa said in a 
statement in Cairo Saturday. 

The minister said foe past year 
witnessed a noticeable increase in 
foe number of industries set up at 
the Sahab Industrial City — ex- 
ceeding foe total number of those 
set up at Sahab since the city’s 
establishment in 1982, the minis- 
ter noted. 

Altogether, 57 new industries 
mushroomed in foe Sahab Indust- 
rial City, south of Amman, 
against six in 1982, according to 
an earlier statement by the- Jor- 
dan Industrial Estate Corpora- 
tion (JIEQ. The statement said 
that all premises allocated for 
industries, with foe exception of 
one single building, have been* 


Coca Cola 
ban still 
in place 

By Nqjwa Najjar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab boycott 
Office fa Jordan refuted recent 
tumours that Coca Cola would 
soon be found on foe shelves of 
supermarkets throughout foe 
Kingdom. 

“Coca Cola has been forbid- 
den fa all Arab countries and 
the possibility of removing its 
boycott was not even discussed 
fa the eight-day Arab boycott 
meeting held in Damascus ear- 
lier this year,” said an official 
from, the office, who preferred 
not to be identified. 

For foe past 30 years the 
Arab boycott offices through- 
out the Arab World have 
worked to ensure that any 
company, which has a fran- 
chise or branch or any kind of 
connection with Israel, is kept 
out of foe Arab markets. 

Although Coca Cola has 
been boycotted due to the 
company's affiliation with 
Israel, the company has been 
making inroads into many Gulf 
states. 

The boycotted companies 
and products are named by the 
Arab League, but it is up to the 
individual country’s discretion 
whether to abide by the 
boycott or not. The official at 
foe Arab Boycott Office in 
Jordan refused to disclose foe 
names of some companies on 
the boycott list, only say, 
there are hundreds of com- 
panies.” 


taken by new industries reg- 
istered with the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade. 

Jordan, Tabbaa said, “believes 
in free economic enterprise and 
individual initiatives. But some- 
times the government has to in- 
terfere in order to support private 
businesses.” 

He said that foe government is 
now carrying out a privatisation 
process fa a number of public 
organisations, turning them into 
public and later privately owned 
share-holding companies to be 
operated on purely commercial 
basis. 

The government's recent eco- 
nomic measures stimulated the 
national economy and proved it 
to be resilient and capable of 
adapting to various developments 
and changes, the minister noted. 

Since the start of 1989 the 
Jordanian economy has been 
moving in a course conforming to 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
directives which called for Jordan 
to become self-reliant and to car- 


number of industrial businesses in 
Jordan have suddenly discovered 
that they are effectively compet- 
ing with other foreign producers 
on foe international markets.” 

He said that the floating was an 
inevitable step “that placed foe 
dinar face to face with a chal- 
lenge.” But, he added, the dinar 
began to stabilise over the past 
two months despite earlier pre- 
dictions that foe national eco- 
nomy cannot cope with such a 
situation. 

“The past year was a year of 
challenges to foe Jordanian eco- 
nomy. But thanks to the govern- 
ment's economic, financial and 
monetzy measures, the national 
economy is being bolstered and 
foe private sector is given a grea- 
ter role in foe field of develop- 
ment,” Tabbaa noted. 

The government introduced 
measures to facilitate industrial 
business and has reduced customs 
duty ou raw materials in order to 
boost local industries, he said. 

Tabbaa noted that foe decision 
to reduce imports of luxury pro- 
ducts and rationalise spending for 
one-year were essential and saved 
a large amount of hard currency. 

The minister predicted that the 
floating of foe rate of exchange of 
the Jordanian dinar will motivate 
an increase fa Jordanian expatri- 
ates' transfers and more invest- 
ments in the Kingdom. 

He said that failure ou foe part 
of some Arab countries to honour 


ry out income-generating pro- ‘their financial commitments to 


jects,” the minister added. 

He said that foe limited float- 
ing of foe Jordanian dinar has 
been instrumental fa increasing 
Jordan's national exports to Arab 
and foreign countries. “A good 


Jordan in implementation of the 
Baghdad summit resolutions 
prompted foe government to take 
steps to enable Jordan to achieve 
self-dependence and build up foe 
country's economy. 


RSS workshop discusses 
Zarqa Basin development 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A 
workshop to discuss the Zarqa 
River Basin development project 
opened at foe Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) Saturday. 

Participants in the two-week 
workshop will consider and 
analyse different aspects., of the 
project problems that are being 
encountered and finding proper 
solutions for them, according to a 
spokesman for the Ministry of 
Agriculture, which is sponsoring 
the workshop in cooperation with 
foe RSS and the West German 
Development Agency. 

Ministry of Agriculture's 
Secretary General Salem Al Law- 
zi, who opened foe meeting, said 
the recommendations wUl be 
taken into account by planners 
working out executive steps in the 
coming stage that will see the 
completion of the project by 


1993. 

The JD 32 million project aims 
to develop safe land use, soil 
conservation and improved farm- 
ing techniques on a farm-by-farm 
basis. Farmers will sign contracts 
to follow recommended proce- 
dures that have previously been 
adopted only fa Australia. The 
project managers expect that ab- 
out two thirds of foe 5,700 far- 
mers in the area will sign up. 

The project, which is being 
implemented with the help of 
Australia, is being funded by a 
number of Arab and foreign 
funds and financial institutions. 

Ministry of Agriculture experts 
said that foe project was expected 
to help halt foe present rate of 
erosion in foe area, reduce silting 
fa the King Talal Dam and im- 
prove farm incomes on a sustain- 
able basis. 


EIN JANNA ELECTIONS: Some 2,938 people will go to foe polls 
Sunday to elect a new municipal council for Em Janna. There will be 
six polling posts at two local schools. (Petra) 


Kayed wants Aqaba Port to be 


made an exclusive free zone 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Free 
Zone Corporation (FZC) is seek- 
ing to establish foe port city of 
Aqaba as an exclusive free zone 
with a view to stimulating export- 
import and trade and transit op- 
erations in the Kingdom, FZC 
Director General Yassin Al 
Kayed said in a statement pub- 
lished Saturday. 

Aqaba, which is on the sea and 
which serves as a prospective 
regional trading centre, is foe 
most qualified area to become a 
free zone centre, serving the 
Arab region, not only for com- 
panies and businesses but also for 
private citizens, Kayed said in the 
statement published fa Al Dus- 
toirr daily. 

He said: “We ask that the 
whole of Aqaba be turned into a 
free zone area because the city 
now suffers from an economic 
recession, and in order to benefit 
from the land-sea route that finks 
Aqaba with Naweibeh in Sinai.” 

Egyptians who use the route to 
travel to Egypt or to other Arab 
countries would be able to purch- 
ase their needs, especially elec- 
trical appliances, from foe free 
zone, while Jordanians who nor- 
mally travel abroad and bring in 
foreign products, can do that at 
Aqaba which offers foe same 
goods once foe whole dty were 
considered*, a free zone, Kayed 
noted. 

He said once more people be- 
gin to come to the Aqaba Free 
Zone, foe tourism industry would 
be revived and hotels, shopping 
centres, restaurants and other 
facilities will serve visitors not 
only from Jordan but also from 
Iraq, Syria, Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt. 

Kayed noted that the FZC was 
established fa 1973, but it was not 



Yassin Al Kayed 


was established fa Zarqa. “Un- 
fortunately this took place at foe 
peak of the economic recession 
that affected foe whole Arab re- 
gion, which caused businessmen 
to shun investment in the Zarqa 
Free Zone area." 

The Zarqa Free Zone now 
houses nine industries and foe 
profits and other returns are still 
very limited. The free zones were 
originally set up to help stimulate 
transit and trade operations and, 
attract businesses and industrial 
schemes which can produce 
manufactured goods to be mar- 
keted here and abroad, Kayed 
said. 

But, he said, a major obstacle 
in marketing the products was a 
contradiction between the FZC 
regulations and foe customs laws, 
with foe former stating that- free 
zone products can be sold here 
with no customs fees, and the 
other insisting that customs duty 
be paid. 

“The problem was recently 
solved — raising hopes for the 
investors and the merchants 


until 1983 that foe first free zone . alike,” Kayed said. 


“Hardly had this problem been 
solved, than foe FZC found itself 
confronted with another serious 
issue, namely the laws and reg- 
ulations of the council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU),” 
Kayed pointed out. 

He said these laws state that 
free zone products do not enjoy 
foe privileges provided by trade 
agreements among Arab coun- 
tries especially those of foe Arab 
Common Market; which means 
that they will be subject to cus- 
toms duty upon entering another 
Arab country. 

“The struggle to overcome this 
issue.” Kayed noted, “is con- 
tinuing, especially since Syria, 
Egypt, Tunisia and the United 
Arab Emirates have all estab- 
lished free zones and are putting 
■forward to foe CAEU demands 
similar to those submitted by 
Jordan.” 

Kayed said that the free zone 
are straddling foe border region 
between Syria and Jordan is 
somewhat thriving and benefit- 
ting foe two countries. 

A total of 1500 dunums of land 
have been utilised and foe infras- 
tructure has been laid for diffe- 
rent industrial and commercial 
projects in that area, and China 
has now approached both sides 
with a bid to exploit 4,500 
dunums within foe zone to grow 
soya beans and set up food and 
fodder processing plant, Kayed 
explained. 

He said foe government, in a 
bid to encourage investments in 
the free zones, has reduced foe 
rate of rent and fees for using foe 
land or storing goods in ware- 
houses. “This, and other mea- 
sures that could be taken in foe 
future, are bound to help encour- 
age investors to embark on pro- 
jects in foe free zones." 
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Was it detente or illusion 

PRESIDENT George Bush’s choice of China as his first 
foreign trip after entering the White House, scheduled to 
start next month, cannot be explained solely by the 
geographic proximity of Peking to Tokyo where the 
president will also attend Emperor Hirohito’s funeral. If 
'anything, this first foreign visit ever by President Bosh 
symbolises the political proximity of former U.S. Secretary 
of State Henry' Kissinger to the decision-making process in 
Washington. It wid be recalled that Dr. Kissinger was the 
first senior U.S. official to explore the Chinese connection 
and play that card against the Soviet Union back in the days 
of former President Richard Nixon. And when national 
security adviser Brent Scowcroft, the well known confidant 
of Dr. Kissinger, recommends a slowing down of the entente 
process with Moscow for fear that Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s glasnost policy aims for baying the Soviet 
Union time to reform and strengthen itself, he could be 
echoing the judgement of Dr. Kissinger himself. And the 
importance of President Bush’s trip to the world’s largest 
and most populated country in the world, which has made 
great strides in modernisation, can be best highlighted by 
the assessment of Mr. Scowcroft that the cold war era has 
not yet ended and that Moscow is still engaged in fomenting 
trouble within the Western alliance. This is obviously a for 
cry from the judgement of former President Ronald Reagan 
who sought the acceleration of the reconciliation process 
with Moscow rather than a slowdown as k now being 
advocated by the incumbent adminis tration. If in fact this' 
whole new American foreign policy dynamism signals a 
regression in superpower relations, then all the other 
countries must reassess their status in international affairs 
including the Arab World which for a while calculated its 
course on the false assumption that Washington and 
Moscow have reached a point of no return In their detente 
and that the implications of this solid improvement in 
East-West relations must be taken into consideration. But, 
foremost, Soviet President Gorbachev most now be ex- 
periencing some kind of political nightmares about the 
implications of the new attitudes and perspectives emanating 
from Washington. The first casualty win surely be the 
process of disarmament and the overall relaxation of 
relations between the Warsaw and NATO alliances. Moscow 
must also be betting on Western European countries coming 
en mass to rescue what former President Reagan bad 
constructed in his second term as president. As for the 
Middle East, there will always be the fear that the 
Arab-Israeli conflict could end up consigned to the back 
burner as a direct consequence of the slowing down of the 
Washington-Moscow relations. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

AI Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday expressed belief that the European 
j Community is full of hope that 1989 will witness an end to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and a just solution for the Palestinian 
problem. The paper said that the Europeans also hope that the 
chance will be offered to them to take part in working out a 
solution along with the other major powers; and therefore EC 
member nations like Britain, France and Spain have now 
embarked on contacts with the PLO leaders. All those concerned 
with establishing peace in our region hope that a solution and a 
just peace must and will be established regardless of the 
anti-peace moves launched by Israeli leaders, the paper noted. In 
this concern, King Hussein is trying hard to unify Arab ranks and 
bolster the Arab Nation’s stand to ensure a speedy and lasting 
settlement, the paper added. It said that the monarch’s contacts 
and consultations have yielded satisfactory results, and his 
endeavours to convene an Arab summit, where important issues 
can be considered, are heading in the right direction. 

The editor of Al Ra’i daily on Saturday calls on the international 
community and the United Nations to back Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar's efforts to find a formula guaranteeing a 
lasting settlement to the Gulf conflict. Rakan Al Afojali says that 
Iran had to stop the war simply because of its failure to confront 
the formidable Iraqi military’ force on the one hand, and the 
enormous international pressure on it on the other, and not 
because an end to the conflict was beneficial to the Islamic World 
and the cause of peace and security. He says that certain world 
powers were not happy about an end to the conflict which used to 
proride them with many profits from the sale of arms and to 
weaken Iraq whose poweris needed by the Arab Nation for more 
beneficial causes, and therefore these powers have not so far 
helped the United Nations transform the present ceasefire into a 
lasting peace. The writer says that the world Zionism and the 
United States which had conspired against Iraq and the Arabs 
during the Gulf conflict, continue to collaborate against any 
moves to bring the war to an end. 

Al Dustour daily commented Saturday on King Hussein's relent- 
less efforts at all levels to end the Palestine problem and establish 
peace in the Middle East. The King, who is directing his attention 
to Europe which can play a key role in bringing about peace, 
discussed the European role at a meeting on Thursday with the 
Norwegian foreign minister, the paper said. Furthermore, a 
meeting between PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and three foreign 
ministers from the European Community adds its own dimension 
to the fact that Jordan and the PLO are concerting and 
coordinating their efforts in the European arena for the sake of 
t cad ling a peaceful settlement, the paper noted. Both Jordan and 
the PLO believe in the European potential in the peace process 
which should materialise at the proposed international confer- 
ence, the paper said. It said backing from Europe and a successful 
Arab summit meeting are bound to help attain the aspired goal. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily commented on Israel’s obstructions to the 
Middle East peace process. It said that this obstruction is 
represented in the iron fist policy being exercised against the 
Palestinian people and the Israeli rejection of the idea of an 
international conference to bring about a lasting settlement. Hie 
paper said that regardless of Israel's plots against the peace 
process, the idea of the conference is being welcomed by all 
nations, specially in the wake of the PLO's acceptance of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions and the start of the U.S.-PLO 
dialogue. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


ay Dr. Failed Fanek 


Economic recession: Why and how? 


THE MAIN engine of growth in the Jordanian economy is an 
external one, fuelled by external resources of which the promin- 
ent factors were Arab and foreign aid in one hand and remittances 
of Jordanian and Palestinian expatriates in the other hand. 

Hus external engine was affected and since 1982, due to the 
drop in oil prices and protraction of the Gulf war. These two 
factors resulted in a decline in Arab financial aid to die treasury, 
stagnation of expatriates' remittances, drying up of job opportuni- 
ties in the Gulf states, and the difficulties facing Jordanian exports 
in then traditional Gulf markets. 

To make things worse, private sector expectation were nega- 
tive, and the domestic private investment came almost totally to a 
standstill. 

Internal economic policy was and remained based on the false 
assumption that external resources would continue for ever, and 
would even grow further. The objective was co mm erci a l prosper- 
ity at any price, even if it were not built on a solid local production 
capacity, able to compete and adjust to changing regional and 
international environment. 

As far as remedy is concerned, we may have first to abandon 
the idea of prosperity at any price, even if that is possible. We 


cannot afford to go on consuming not only our current income but 
our reserves and capital as well. We have to adjust our economic 
structures and behaviour to fit the new reality. Of course we 
should, long time ago, have adopted austerity measures and 
fii ^anrial prudence, devalued the dinar, and encouraged private 
investment Instead, the government opted to financial expansion 
on borrowed money. Expansionary policies are of course effec- 
tive, but only temporarily. We have now to pay dearly for that 
policy from our economic stability and financial security. 

Perhaps the most effective tool to tackle persistent economic 
recession is to convince the private sector to invest. New 
investments can create jobs, generate exports, replace imports, 
and induce economic growth that is sustainable and self- 
supporting. The private sector, however, could not be convinced 
by sheer publicity and public relations campaigns. These methods 
are useful provided that businessmen see facts on ground. 

The private sector was hesitant to move because the -actual 
- practices sometimes ran contrary to the announcements. We calk 
a lot about legal stability while we witness instability in law 
making. Crucial laws are occasionally issued, amended, cancelled 
or replaced without proper notice. The Economic Security 


Committee is authorised to override and supersede aU lavreand 
regulations which are supposed to be the basis for protection of 

the rights of all parties. , 

On tile other hand we have to remove the 
hindering proper economic functioning, or 
pomy in the wrong direction, or preventing the market from 
giving the right Ignals to lead econonuc^^on-matog. 
Customs policy for instance is geared against io^ al P rod ^^ 
food stuff and other basic commodities, “ 

structured to favour imports, industrial policy* fj 
to encourage the establishment of packaging mdustnes wfacti do 
not serve ahy purpose except obtaining exemptions and enjoying 
concessions without real value added. Development policy 
became irrelevant because the substance of the current! five year 
economic and social development plan is obviously out of date, 
and the blind implementation of its provisions may lead to the 

worst results. . M 

In order to face up to the economic recession, there are not 
only policies and measures which should be introduced aim 
implemented, but there are more policies and measures which 
should be discontinued and abandoned in order to avoid 


Will 1989 bring peace to the Middle East? 


The following is the text of Jan. 25 
Christian Science Monitor article by 
George McGovern, the 1 972 Democratic 
presidential nominee. 


THE NEW YEAR is opening at 
a time when the prospects for 
peace in the Middle East may be 
the most promising of the last 40 
years. 

There are at least three reasons 
for this: (1) the grass-roots 
Palestinian uprising of the past 
year, which has Challenged die 
whole world to think more 
seriously about the dimensions of 
Middle East conflict; (2) the deci- 
sion by the Palestinians under 
Yasser Arafat to recognise Israel, 
renounce terrorism and agree to 
settlement under the provisions 
of United Nations Resolutions 
242 and 338. which obviously 
opens up new possibilities for 
meaningful discussions; and, (3) 
the be ginning s of talks between 
the United States and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation, 
which may result in better insight 
and understanding by both par- 
ties. 

The key to a settlement now 
seems to rest with the Israelis. 
But before appealing to the 
Israelis and their friends in Amer- 
ica to seize this opportunity, it 
might be well for me to explain 
the evolution of my own thinking 
about the Middle East. 

During 22 years in the Con- 
gress, I was a consistent suppor- 
ter of the state of Israel. Looking 
back I can recall only one major 
roll call in all those years when I 
differed with the Israeli position: 
the package deal under the Car- 
ter administration which pro- 


vided planes for Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan as well as Israel — a 
.package which the government of 
Israel opposed but which was 
supported strongly by such long- 
time friends of Israel as former 
senator Abraham Ribicoff. 

In 1975, when I became chair- 
man of the Middle East subcom- 
mittee of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, X made a 
careful study tour of the Middle 
East. That tour, plus reading and 
questioning, convinced me that 
while it was right to continue 
support of Israel, it was also right 
to support the Palestinians and 
the Arab states. The people of 
Israel have a right to self-deter- 
mination, including the right to a 
secure, free and independent 
Jewish state. But the right is no 
stronger than the right of the 
Palestinians to self-determination 
and a Palestinian homeland. 

During the 1975 mission, I vi- 
sited with Yasser Arafat in a 
small office in downtown Beirut. 
He told me then without reserva- 
tion that while there were ele- 
ments in die PLO who felt dif- 
ferently, he would accept the 
state of Israel and live in peace 
with the Israelis if Israel would, 
permit an independent Palest- 
inian state on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. He believes that 
the security of such a state and 
the security of its neighbours, 
including Israel, could be assured 
by the presence of a U.N. peace- 
keeping force along the borders. 


I believe that Arafat was ex- 
pressing true private convictions 
to me in 1975 just as I believe his 
public restatement of these posi- 
tions recently. But in the same 
year that I first met with the PLO 
leader. Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger made a pledge to Israel 
the TJX woalS not "even talk to 
the PLO until it publicly re- 
nounced terrorism and accepted 
U.N. Resolution 242 and 338 as 
the basis of a settlement That has 
remained American policy as well 
as Israeli policy. 

Id a sense, Arafat was told by 
the U.S. and Israel that there 
would be no negotiations with 
him until he had publidy yielded 
on key points or controversy in 
advance of negotiations. Arafat 
has now openly met those re- 
quirements and is urging an inter- 
national conference to negotiate 
the unresolved issues on bound- 
aries and security arrangements. 

True to its stated position, the 
U.S. bas begun talks with the 
PLO. It is a matter both of justice 
and self-interest for Israel to fol- 
low suit either in bilateral discus- 
sions with die PLO or within the 
framework of an international 
conference or both. 

As matters now stand the gov- 
ernment of Israel under Prune 
Minis ter Yitzhak S hamir has said 
that it w01 not negotiate with 
Yasser Arafat and the PLO> de- 
spite .the fact that he has met 
previous demands laid down as 
the basis for discussions. The 
reason: the PLO's long record of 
“terrorism" and its desire to des- 
troy the state of Israel. Shamir 
and other Israeli spokesmen say 
they will never accept the notion 
of a Palestinian state. 

Nevertheless, permit me to 


make the case to Israel and its 
American friends as to why it is in 
Israel’s interest to come to terms 
with the PLO and the Paiesti- 
.mans. 

As for terrorism, it is of course 
true chat this is a weapon used in 
the past by the PLO against 
Israelis. But the issue needs to be 
kept in perspective. Terrorism is 
a technique used by essentially 
powerless people to attract atten- 
tion to their cause and to place 
psychological pressure on the 
people they are trying to influ- 
ence. It can be a cruel and 
murderous tactic that victimises 
innocent people. But the num- 
bers of people injured or killed by 
terrorism is a small fraction of the 
numbers killed by conventional 
military operations. 

For example, in the year-long 
Palestinian uprising involving 
stone-throwing Palestinian 
youths in the West Bank and the 
Gaza area, 14 Israelis have been 
killed while Palestinian deaths 
exce ed 350. _ . 

The killing of Leon Klinghoffer 
during the hijacking of the Achil- 
la Laura was a brutal and totally 
unjustified act. But this is also 
true of the beatings, crippling, 
torture, and killing of unarmed 
Palestinians by overwrought 
Israeli soldiers. All of us have 
witnessed the television coverage 
(before it was banned by the 
government of Israel) of Israeli 
soldiers breaking limbs, bashing 
heads, or shooting unarmed 
Palestinian youths. Beyond this. 
Israeli bombing planes furnished 
by the U.S. have for years blasted 
the homes, villages, and refugee 
camps of the Palestinians result- 
ing in deaths and injuries on a 
scale that dwarfs those resulting 


from sporadic terrorist incidents 
on the part of Palestinians. 

A death is a death and terror- 
ism is terrorism, whether caused 
by a Palestinian terrorist or an 
Israeli bomber, and is never to be 
minimis ed. But if the hatred and 
violence responsible for death 
and terror on both sides is to be 
halted, it is necessary to stop the 
finger-pointing long enough to 
begin discussing the possibility of 
a settlement. There are not 
enough Israeli soldiers to kill all 
the Palestinians. And there are 
not enough weapons in Palesti- 
nian bands to do much more than 
harass the Israelis. So as is usually 
the case with such long-festering 
feuds, it makes more sense to 
stop die killin g and begin talking. 
That is what Arafat is saying and 
that is what the Israelis must do. 

Of course, there is risk to Israel 
in conferring with the PLO and 
agreeing to a settlement that rec- 
ognises self-determination on 
both rides. But there is far more 
risk to Israel in continuing the 
conflict. Consider the costs of the 
present embatt led c ourse. 

Economically, Israel is crippled 
by die inflationary cost of its 
continuous wartime demands. In- 
flation is literally off the charts in 
Israel with figures that are so 
exorbitant as to be beyond real 
measure. Both the public and 
private sectors are seriously in 
debt to the costs of conflict and 
preparations for further conflict. 
Many Israeli development possi- 
bilities are on hold because of the 
economic drain of the Arab- 
Israeli dispute. 

The political and spiritual costs 
to Israel of continuing the present 
conflict, bitterness, and rigidity 
are even greater. If Israel insists 


on holding onto the occupied 
territories while denying the 
Palestinian inhabitants full 
citizenship, it will cease to be a 
democracy. If Israel grants fall 
citi zenshi p rights to the Palesti- 
nians while clinging to the terri- 
tories, it will cease to be a Jewish 
state. If Israel attempts to drive 
the Palestinians from their homes 
on the West Bank and the Gaza 
area, it will betray both its politic- 
al and spiritual ideals. 

Beyond all of this, the present 
intransigent posture of the Israeli 
government is isolating Israel 
from the global community. The 
U.S. experienced that isolation 
when Secretary of State George 
Shultz denied Arafat the right to 
visit the U.S. to address the U.N. 
in New York in early December. 
After being rebuked by the entire 
international community for this 
mistaken position, t he U.S. and 
Israel - again were Isolated when 
the rest of the U.N. members, 
including historic U.S. allies, 
voted to call a special session of 
the U.N. in Geneva to hear Ara- 
fat's address. 

The U.S. began its declaration 
of independence more than 200 
years ago by affirming “a decent 
respect to the opinions of man- 
kind." That is an example which 
the Israelis as well as the U.S. 
might well emulate in 1989. 

Many Israelis as well as a grow- 
ing number of American Jews 
and long-time supporters of Israel 
are urging the Israeli government 
to demonstrate its commitment to 
justice and self-determination by 
entering into good-faith negotia- 
tions aimed at long last at settle- 
ment of the Middle East conflict. 
I can think of no more joyous 
development for 1989. 


Argentine guerrillas make bloody reappearance 


By Alberto Arebalos 

Reuter 

BUENOS AIRES — Argentine 
extreme left-wing guerrillas have 
again burst onto the stage in a 
country trying to put behind it a 
past of violence that peaked with 
the war by the armed forces 
against Marxist rebels in the 
1970s. 

About 25 dead, more than 40 
wounded and wrecked military 
installations resulted from a 
fierce battle began Monday at an 
infantry base on the outskirts of 
Buenos Aires. 

Political leaders were caught 
unawares by the group of about 
50 clearly well-trained young men 
and women bearing sophisticated 


weapons who resisted 400 heavily 
armed troops and police sup- 
ported by artillery, tanks and 
armoured cars. 

The government only began to 
hint that it was dealing with a 
left-wing rebel group after mid- 
day Monday. 

Politicians, government offi- 
cials and members of the armed 
forces at the scene concurred that 
they were up against left-wing 
guerrillas, although no official 
statement to that effect has been 
issued. 

Congressman Cesar Jaroslavs- 
ky of the ruling Radical Party, a 
trusted adviser of President Raul 
Alfonsin, said: "The attack was 
perpetrated by criminals, of 
which there are indications they 


are extreme left-wing elements." 

Buenos Aires province police 
chief inspector Walter Jurado 
said: "People are saying they’re 
leftists, presumably belonging to 
the ERP.” 

The Trotskyist People's Revolu- 
tionary Army (ERP) was active 
in Argentina in the 1970s. 

“At this moment, those 
arrested are incommunicado and 
at the disposal of the law," Jura- 
do added. 

Initially presidential spokes- 
man Jose Ignado Lopez said the 
insurgents were supporters of 
Colonel Mohammad Ah Seinel- 
din who led a four-day mutiny in 
December. 

Since the guerrilla raid, which 
military observers termed suirid- 


Bush visit will give impetus 
to flagging Sino-U.S. ties 


By Gay Dinmore 
Reuter 

PEKING — President George 
Bush's whistlestop visit to China 
next month mil be a timely tonic 
for flagging Sino-U.S. relations, 
diplomats have said. 

Expectations mounted in Pek- 
ing and Seoul that Bush would 
also make a flying visit to South 
Korea, where around 40,000 U.S. 
troops are stationed. 

Bush, who was bead of the first 
U.S. mission in Peking in the 
1970s and visited China twice as 
vice-president, can expect a wel- 
come reserved for "old friends of 
China” when he arrives on 
February 25. a day after the 
funeral of Japan's Emperor Hiro- 
hito. 

Diplomats say that behind the 
cordiality shown at banquets and 
ceremonies marking the 10th 
anniversary of Sino-U.S. di- 
plomatic ties on January 1 there 
are a host of sensitive issues 
impeding development. 

‘To some extent Sino-U.S. re- 
lations have lost their direction. 
They are in danger of drifting. 
The honeymoon period is over 


and Bosh may want to. inject 
some new life into the rela- 
tionship," a Western diplomat 
commented. 

A senior Chinese official told 
U.S. reporters last week that 
Sino-U.S, relations were dam- 
aged by Washington’s continued 
arms sales to Taiwan and supplies 
of technology which could be 
used for making sophisticated 
weapons. 

The United States should be 
more cautious, he advised. He 
also repeated Peking's displea- 
sure at U.S. congressional critic- 
ism of China’s human rights re- 
cord in Tibet where police have 
opened fire several times on pro- 
independence demonstrators. 

A third bone of contention, he 
said, was Washington's restric- 
tions on transfer of technology to 
China although it was classed as a 
"friendly country”. 

Chinese officials have in pri- 
vate expressed hopes that Bush’s 
personal connections with 
Chinese leaders will boost U.S. 
trade and investment in China by 
clearing political hurdles. 

The United States is China's 
third biggest trading partner, af- 
ter Hod g Kong and Japan , with 


trade totalling more than S13.5 
billion last year. 

Bush's two days in China are 
termed a “working visit” by the 
Chinese, meaning protocol cere- 
monies accompanying state visits 
can be skipped, giving Bush more 
time to meet China’s leaders. 

Bush knew China’s senior lead- 
er Deng Xiaoping in the 1970s 
and was clearly Deng’s favourite 
in last year's presidential cam- 
paign against Michael Dukakis. 

A Chinese official recounted 
how in 1982, Bush came to China 
to resolve differences over U.S. 
arms sales to Taiwan. In his 
meeting with Deng, Bush sug- 
gested the two retire for a more 
private discussion. After two 
hours Deng emerged and said no 
more talks were needed. 

Diplomats said Bush's light- 
ning visit to China would also 
stress the importance Washington 
attaches to Peking as Chinese 
leaders prepare for the first Sino- 
Soviet summit since 1959. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze is due in 
China next week to prepare a 
visit by President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, widely expected to take 
place before June. 


al, military warnings of a resurg-. 
ence of subversion no longer 
appear far-fetched. 

"This shows we were right. The 
terrorists don’t rest and it’s evi- 
dent that the army has again 
acted in defence of democracy,” 
a military source told Reuters. 

The source also asked a ques- 
tion that has begun to go round in 
political circles — what is going to 
happen now with the trials of 
officers accused of human rights 
abuses under the 1976-83 military 
regime? 

The armed forces claim that 
their fight against leftist subver- 
sives in the 1970s was a legitimate 
act of war in which ‘‘undesirable” 
excesses may have been com- 
mitted. 

But as far as the government 
and most civilians are concerned, 
the armed forces launched a plan 
of systematic elimination of the 
military regime’s political oppo- 
nents in which at least 9,000 
people disappeared and are pre- 
sumed dead. 


Hie armed forces have never 
accepted they should be tried for 
defeating Marxist guerrillas and 
this factor sparked three army 
revolt against the government of 
President Raul Alfonsin between 
April 1987 and last December. 

Tense relations between the 
government and tbe armed 
forces, especially the army, have 
been rooted. in this factor. 

Monday's events constitute a 
political triumph of a sort for the 
army, shaken in recent years by 
internal rifts. 

The revolts led by Lieutenant 
Colonel Aldo Rico and Seineldin 
not only brought to light the 
army's objections to the rights 
trials, but also the deep scars and 
divisions in the armed forces fol- 
lowing Argentina's humiliating 
defeat in the 1982 Falkiands wax 

"Five years of divisions in the 
army ended here. We will all be 
united to fight the terrorists,” 
said the military source, who 
asked to remain anonymous. 

The appearance of the guerrilla 


group also dealt a blow to the 
government's intelligence ser- 
vice, which .not only did not 
foresee tbe operation but ft also 
did not know how, when and 
where the attackers were trained. 

The incident also brings into 
question die government’s defence 
policy, which stipulates the 
aimed forces should not become 
involved in tbe repression of in- 
ternal disturbances. 

“The army bad to use its fire 
power to fight 50 guerrillas and 
now what do we do with tbe 
defence law?” an officer asked. 

Human rights groups warned 
the events at the La Tablada 
barracks might lead to indiscri- 
minate repression of other leftist 
militan ts. 

Political leaders said they could 
not accept lectures from the 
armed forces on how to defend 
democracy only four months 
ahead of the first p res id e ntial 
elections to be held under a 
democratic government for 36 
years. 


LETTERS 

Only one Cyprus 


Letter to tbe Editor: 

REFERRING to the article pub- 
lished in the Jordan Times issue 
of January 14, 19®, in which the 
leader of the Turkish Cypriot 
community is being introduced to 
your readers as “president of the 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus.” In this connection. I 
would like to bring to your kind 
attention the following: 

There is only one state in Cyp- 
rus, the Republic of Cyprus, the 
government of which is interna- 
tionally recognised — including 
by the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan — and whose president is 
Mr. George Vassiliou. 

Hie declaration by the Turkish 
Cypriot community, issued in 
November 1983, to create an 
independent state in the area of 
Cyprus under military occupation 
has been considered legally in- 
valid by U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 5 41 (1983) which cal- 


led for troops withdrawal. By its 
resolution 550 (1984), the U.N. 
Security Council reiterated “the 
call upon all states not to recog- 
nise the purported state of file 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus set by the secessionists 
acts and call upon them not to 
facilitate or in any way assist the 
aforesaid entity.” 

When President Vassiliou and 
the leader of the Turkish Cypriot 
community, Mr. R. Denktash, 
met the U.N. secretary general in 
Geneva in August 1988 to discuss 
the resumption of inter-commun- 
al talks, they expressed their 
readiness to seek a negotiated 
settlement of all aspects of the 
Cyprus problem by June 1, 1989. 

We aim at a united, indepen- 
dent, sovereign territorially in- 
tegral, non-aligned, demilitarised 
and federal Republic of Cyprus. 

The basis for such a solution is 
laid down by United Nations re- 
solutions and the Non-Aligned 
Movement declarations on Cyp- 


rus, as well as by the two high 
level agreements of 1977 and 
1979. 

A solution of course implies 
the withdrawal of occupation 
troops and settlers, respect of 
fundamental human rights and 
freedoms for all Cypriots without 
any discrimination and the estab- 
lishment of effective international 
guarantees excluding any un- 
ilateral right of intervention. 

It is high time that a productive 

dialogue be conducted. Efforts to 
find a workable and jnst solution 
cannot be substituted by efforts 
to create impressions. 

Is Cyprus going to remain di- 
vided through the force of arms at 
a time when we are witnessing a 
trend around the globe for tbe 
withdrawal of military forces 
from foreign countries? 

Nicolas D. MM 

Ambassador of the 
Repnbfic of Cyprus, 
Damascus 
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Child abuse, a tradition or an abnormality? 


According to given data, in certain developed 
countries one child in a thousand under the age of 


four is seriously injured by its parents, 10% of 
these children die of their usuries. 


Children and guns 


B 




Paul Alexander 

e Associated Press 


NEW YORK — A young drifter 
armed with an AK-47 semiauto- 
matic rifle sprays 100 rounds of 
ammuni tion on a crowded Cali- 
fornia schoolyard, killing five 
children and wounding 30 other 
people. 

New York city educators start 
using metal detectors at some 
high schools alter several stu- 
dents — including a 5-year-old — 
are caught with loaded pistols. 

The incidents, nearly 5,000 
kilometres apart, underscore the 
easy availability of weapons in 
tbe United States and highlig ht a 
long-running feud between advo- 
cates of restrictive gun-control 
laws and their opponents, who 
dte what they see as a constitu- 
tional right to bear arms. 

Patrick Purdy, the 24-year-old 
who killed himself after the dead- 
ly California school assault last 
week, walked into an Oregon gun 
shop five months ago and bought 
an AK-47. All he had to do was 
fill out a form, show be was over 
21 and pay for it. Such weapons 
cost less than one week’s pay for 
man y Americans. 

There are questions on the 
form about whether the buyer has 
a criminal record or a history of 
mental problems, but Purdy 
simply lied. 

Laws regulating tbe sale of 
automatic and semiautomatic 
weapons differ among tbe 50 
states. A federal license, which 
includes an extensive background 
check, is required to buy automa- 
tic rifles ana machine guns. Those 
weapons fire continuously as long 
as the trigger is depressed or until 
they run out of ammunition. 

Semiautomatic weapons, 
however, are governed by a vari- 
ety of different state laws. Only 
two states currently require a 
waiting period to buy a semiauto- 
matic weapon, which requires a 
separate pull of the trigger for 
each shot. The waiting period 
gives authorities time to check for 
criminal records. 

Police have long complained 
that the guns can be easily con- 
verted to fully automatic 
■weapons. 

Waiting periods 

A few more states have waiting 
periods to buy handguns, and 
legislation is expected to be prop- 
osed again in Congress this year 
— it's been defeated before — 
that would impose waiting 
periods on both types of firearms. 

California deputy Attorney 
General Alan Ashby said that 
even in legal semiautomatic con- 


dition, an AK-47 can fire at a rate 
of 400 rounds per minute. 

Taylor Bowlden, legislative 
director for Sen. Steven Symons, 
a staunch opponent of gun-con- 
trol laws, said tbe issue is simply a 
constitutional matter. The 2nd 
amendment to the constitution 
says: “A well-regulated militia, 
being necessary to the security of 
a free state, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms, 
shall not be abridged.” 

“In general. Senator Symms 
looks on most of anti-gun legisla- 
tion introduced in Congress as 
infringing upon if not completely 
abrogating that right,” Bowlden 
said. 

“Certainly, our founding 
fathers looked at it for their own 
protection. That right was some- 
thing essential to the "issue of 
individual protection,” he said. 

NRA 

It’s an argument that plays well 
in Symms' home state, Idaho, 
and other predominantly rural 
areas where the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) is strong and 
encroachment of federal regula- 
tion often is considered a worse 
medicine than any ill. 

The NRA is a powerful nation- 
al lobbying force with strong links 
to the hunting industry. It claims 
to have just over 2.8 million 
members and that the number 
has been going up in recent years. 

But U.S. Senator Howard Met- 
zenbaum, a Democrat leading the 
fight for tighter gun-control leg- 
islation. said distinctions must be 
made among the various weapons 
□ow available. 

“You don't use rapid-fire guns 
to shoot deer," he said. “You 
think anyone would use an AK- 
47 or an Uzi in self-defence? I 
don’t think I’ve beard of anyone. 
Maybe the drug dealers.” 

Sales of the Soviet-designed 
AK-47s have become intensely 
controversial in California be- 
cause of their use by the in- 
creasingly violent street gangs in 
Los Angeles and other communi- 
ties. 

‘These kinds of weapons are 
available to anyone who wants to 
buy them,” said California Attor- 
ney General John Van De Kamp. 

“All one needs is a warm smile 
and cold cash. This is madness 
and this has to stop. We have to 
ban these weapons from going in 
the streets of our city and state.” 

In the Los Angeles area, mod- 
els of the AK-47 that have been 
manufactured in China sell from 
S299 to $329 at sporting goods 
stores, and are often advertised 
on sale. They also can be bought 
via mail-order catalogues, along 


with shotguns and high-powered 
rifles. 

Sales rise 

AK-47 sales reportedly went 
up in California in the wake of 
the school shooting incident amid 
concerns that new restrictions 
might be placed on their 
purchase. 

But in New York, a spokesman 
for the Kamival sports centre, 
who asked not to be identified, 
said the AK-47 was available at 
his store but that there has been 
little demand. 

“We really don’t sell many of 
them, mostly to collectors,” he 
said. “That paramilitary stuff has 
been dropping a lot." 

Metzenbaum says at least 
500,000 semiautomatic .weapons 
already are in private ownership" 
.in the United States. The prolif- 
eration, along with new forms of 
ammunition that can pierce bul- 
letproof vests, has led many 
police organisations to switch 
positions and start backing gun- 
control proposals. 

“They're now solid s up porters; 
they have their lives at stake.” 
Metzenbaum said. 

Calls for stricter legislation al- 
ways increase after mass murders 
like the California schoolyard 
attack and the 1984 assault on a 
McDonald's fast-food restaurant 
by a lone gunman armed with a 
small arsenal of weapons — in- 
ducting an Uzi — and more than 
400 rounds of ammunition. 

The calls usually start to fade 
with the momory of the attack, 
but Metzenbaum is convinced 
that this time will be different. 

Despite the National Rifle 
Association's lobbying efforts, he 
has won some small victories re- 
cently, outlawing the so-called 
“cop-killer” bullets and some 
forms of new plastic guns de- 
signed to evade X-ray detection, - 
and feels the momentum is 
changing. 


Dr. Oumeish 
Dr. Oumeish Youssef Oumeish 
venereologist in Amman. 

When something is brought 
tumbling down in reality, it is 
praised to the heavens in social 
mythology. This is the mechan- 
ism of overcompensation- Never 
in the history of mankind has the 
child been so exalted with the pen 
and the spoken word as it is today 
— and never has it been so 
ill-treated. Children are by far the 
most numerous, the least elo- 
quent and the most misjudged 
victims of human violence. Statis- 
tics are shamefully inadequate 
and there is therefore little point 
in dwelling on them. 

In certain developed countries 
the available data indicate that 
one child out of every thousand 
under the age of 4 is seriously 
injured by its parents and that 
10% of these children die of their 
injuries. 


Youssef Oumeish 

is a practising dermatologist and 

People have sacrificed children 
to appease the gods, to maintain' 
the demographic balance or simp- 
ly to strengthen the supremacy of 
the master of the house or the 
leader of the tribe. 

The ancient Greeks and Ro- 
mans openly allowed children to 
be beaten, maimed, killed or 
abandoned. A number of 'tradi- 
tional forms of child abuse are 
still with us today: traffic in chil- 
dren, commercial exploitation in 
the fqrm of child labour and child 
prostitution, the most gruesome 
mutilations in order to make 
“successful” beggars or sideshow 
attractions of the children, 
mutilation of the genitals of 
young girls in accordance with 
tribal rites... 

Every time one looks for the 
factors which encourage this 


aggressiveness of adults towards 
children, the soda! pattern is seen 
to weigh heavily. Smith finds the 
following significant characteris- 
tics: 

— young parents; 

— from the lower and there- 
fore less wellendowed social class 
(but from another study, by 
Elmer, it may be concluded that 
the fact of belonging to the social 
underclass is in itself as large a 
risk factor for the evolution of the 
child as is parental violence); 

— broken home; 

— neurotic mother with weak 
intellectual development and a 
psychotic father with normal in- 
tellectual development; 

— and social isolation, unem- 
ployment, geographical instabil- 
ity, large family, poor housing 
and promiscuity (in the original 
meaning of the word. i.e. many 
people massed together in a small 
area). 


— In a man-woman rela- 
tionship the man is usually the 
.most brutal partner. But this is 
not the case in the parent-child 
relationship. The most brutal pa- 
rent is the woman, the mother. 

As a physician you can meet 
child abusing pareats part-way. 
By raising the problem yourself, 
for example in consequence of 
suspect injuries to their child. 
That, however, is a delicate mat- 
ter because child abuse can be a 
painful diagnosis. It is therefore 
prudent not to inform the parents 
of what you are thinking right 
'from the start. 

The physical pathology which 
is presented to child abuse con- 
sists primarily of skin lesions 
(scratches, contusions, wounds, 
torn out hair), mouth injuries 
(retinal hemorrhage), fractures, 
and injuries to the central ner- 
vous system (subdural hemato- 
mas, whiplash-shaken infant syn- 


drome). 

If it is true that violence in the 
home whether of the physical or 
mental variety, which centres 
mainly on women and children 
but whose victims also include' 
men, senior citizens and parents 
(especially parents of adoles- 
cents) is often based on social 
custom, then maybe a start 
should be made by wiping that 
custom off the map. 

What is postulated as an indis- 
pensable maxim by 'Parents 
Anonymous’ has since become 
law in Sweden. In March 1979 the, 
Swedish Parliament passed a law 
prohibiting every form of bodily 
chastisement, i.e. all corporal 
punishment, and all humiliating 
treatment of children. The guid- 
ing principle was that the cultiva- 
tion of violence should not be 
permitted as a means to achieve 
an end, even if that end is sup- 
posedly educational... 


Sounds of our 
souls 


By Galina Vromen 

Reuter 

THE HAGUE — Composer 
Karlheinz Stockhausen, whose 
music has included sounds rang- 
ing from car engines to feet shuf- 
fling, says he suffers acutely from 
the noises of daily life. 

The 60-year-old West German 
composer, best known for ex- 
perimenting with electronic 
music, says he loves silence. 
“Acoustic pollution is worse than 
any other kind of poisonous 
pollution because people doo’t 
know that sound waves im- 
mediately change their souls — 
even sound waves they don’t 
notice,” he said in an interview 
with Reuters. 

For Stockhausen, there is no 
contradiction between his belief 
that 20th century noise harms the 
human sold and bis use of radio 
or car engine sounds in some of 
his compositions. 

“Any sound can become music 
if it is related to other sounds. 
Music is mainly a relationship 
between sounds rather than an 
exhibition of sound, but first we 
need sOence in which to put an 
ensemble of sounds,” he said. ' 

The Cologne-based comj 
said he fights a constant 
with waiters in restaurants to turn 
off piped music. Electrical ap- 
pliances and aircraft are a con- 
stant source of aggravation. 

“I think it should be forbidden 
to make sounds in public places.” 
he said. “Every sound is precious 
and can become beautiful if I put 
it at the right place, at the right 
moment, but generally all sound 
that happens in daily life is 
accidental and that’s bad. 

During a two-week festival of 
his music this month in the 
Netherlands, Stockhausen has 
had a chance to display the enor- 
mous variety of ways he has 
found to place sound in an array 
of compositions. 

Some works, such as his 1966 
Telemusik, were played exclu- 
sively on speakers while the audi- 
ence listened in the dark. 

In other pieces, instrumental- 
ists play along with electronic 
music, or dance on stage while 
playing. 

Stockhausen was one of the 
first musicians to experiment with 
electronic music in the 1950s and 
many have been bewildered by 
his attraction to astrology and the 
concept of reincarnation. 

But critics often admire his 
willingness to risk the new. 


In one composition, Klavjer- 
stueck IX, the pianist is in- 
structed to begin by playing one 
note 134 times, decreasing tbe 
loudness each time the note is 
struck. 

In another work, Aries, be 
electronically condenses a 20 mi- 
nute Beethoven work to two mi- 
nutes. 

Dreams 

His compositions often come to 
him in dreams. When put to 
paper, some do not have a deter- 
mined beginning of end. Musi- 
cians are told to choose a point in 
the score to start and are given a 
multiple choice of bars to play as 
the piece proceeds. 

His compositions are often 
written as complicated diagrams 
and instructions to the players, 
rather than as a conventional 
score. 

They may be told to turn on a 
radio and improvise a melody to 
the sounds they hear. 

The instructions virtually 
assure that no two performances 
of the piece will ever sound alike. 

Perhaps his most ambitious 
work to date is the seven-part 
cycle licht (light) which he began 
in 1977 and expects to finish by 
the year 2005. The work is based 
on the seven days of the week and 
related to the cycle of creation in 
the Bible. 

Mondays and Tuesdays 

Stockhausen has already com- 
pleted Saturday, Monday and 
Thursday, which were premiered 
in La Scala in Milan, and is now 
busy working on Tuesday. 

T started by asking what is the 
difference between a Monday 
and a Tuesday,” he said. 

“I found out that every day has 
its colour, every day has its ele- 
ment, every day is related natur- 
ally to the sun or the moon or a 
planet and I found out that this is 
so old and exists in previous 
cultures on this planet,” he said. 

Saturday focused on death, 
Monday on fertility, water and 
the moon. Thursday, he said, 
classically represents the day of 
learning and travelling and Tues- 
day with its Roman connections 
to the god mars, will focus on war 
themes. 

He works with an entourage of 
dedicated musicians — including 
three of his six children and his 
companion of 15 years, clarinet- 
tist Suzanne Stephens — because, 
he says, not everything about his 
music is in the score. 



nomands in China 


The Mongolian Gobi, 
where hunters stalk game 


By Jim Abrams 

The Associated Press 

ULAN BATOR, Mongolia — 
American farmdr Norbert Brem- 
er travelled 16,000 kilometres 
and spent $10,000 for a shot at a 
ram on the frozen, wind-lashed 
wasteland of the Gobi desert. 

“I had a wonderful time/’ said 
Bremer, showing off the mighty 
curved horns of a Gobi ram, his 
trophy from one of the world's 
more exotic safaris. 

He also tracked down a tall- 
horned Siberian Ibex as part of 
the tour, and, for an extra $750, 
shot a blacktailed gazelle. 

Bremer. 52, was the last hunter 
of 1988 to take the Gobi tour. He 
said temperatures in the Mongo- 
lian desert plunged to minus 18 
Celsius, and the wind knifed 
through the treeless scrub at 50 
kilometres per hour. 

“It was a blustery hunt,” he 
said. 

G. Batsukh, deputy general 
director of the Mongolian state 
travel agency Zhuulchin, said 
Bremer was one of about 350 
Westerners to sign up for a' 
Mongolian safari in 1988. Sixty 
per cent were Americans, with 
the rest from Europe. 

Batsukh said some 600 people 
apply, but the government has 
decided against expanding the 
tours to prevent depletion of 
game stocks. 

“We have very strict control on 
tbe population of sheep and other 
game," he said, adding that hun- 
ters ont for horn trophies do not 
shoot the young or females. 


Most Americans are interested 
in big-homed mountain sheep, 
Batsukh said, but the tourist 
agency also offers safaris to the 
woodlands of central and north- 
east Mongolia, where elk, moose, 
deer and brown bear abound. 

About 20 to 25 adventurers 
every year spend a basic sum of 
$14,000 to hunt the .world’s 
largest sheep, found in the Altai 
mountains of far western Mongo- 
lia. That 12-day tour includes 
-bunting by horseback at altitudes 
of up to 4,000 metres. 

Batsukh said that several years 
ago, the government sold licences 
to hunt the rare and beautiful 
snow leopard found in the Altai 
range, claiming its population 
bad increased and that it was 
preying on cattle, yaks and peo- 
ple. But he said only one or two 
of the white-and-black leopards 
were killed, and shooting licences 
are no longer issued. 

Batsukh said the tours, which 
provide Mongolia with a valuable 
source of foreign currency, are 
comparable or cheaper in price 
than those of other remote hunt- 
ing grounds. Hunting sheep in the 
Soviet Union, China or Nepal can 
easily cost more than $20,000, he 
said. 

Bremer agreed. “For hunters, 
this was a bargain,” he said, 
adding he'd like to come back for 
the Altai hunt. 

Bremer, who farms 356 hec- 
tares in Iowa, said he read of the 
Gobi trip in hunting magazines. 
He said that for about $6,500, the 
Mongolian tourist agency, ZhuuJ- 
chin, provided in-country trans- 


portation, guides and attendants, 
and a licence to shoot one Gobi 
sheep and one ibex. 

He had to pay his air fare to 
Peking and buy his own ticket for 
the 30-hour overnight train ride 
from Peking to the Mongolian 
capital of Ulan Bator. 

Bremer also paid a fixed fee of 
$200 for every 2.5 centimetres of 
the ram’s horn in excess of 110 
centimetres. His kill, which be 
guessed was about 12 years old 
and “must have been the domi- 
nant male in the herd," had horns 
of 130 centimetres. 

He said the trip to the hunting 
camp was by plane to a dirt 
landing strip in the Gobi and then 
by jeep for four hours. He said 
they passed nomadic herdsmen, 
some armed with rifles and riding 
camels, others on horseback as 
■ they followed their flocks of 
horses and sheep through the 
parched bush. 

He stayed in a “ger,” the round 
tentlike home of Mongolian 
herdsmen, and was served by an 
inteipreter, a driver, a cook, a 
camp manager and a young 
woman to tend the stoves and 
skin the animals. 

“Jt was very easy as far as 
hunting goes,” Bremer said, 
adding that the guides, steering 
through the dirt paths that criss- 
cross the hilly terrain, had an 
uncanny ability to find game. 

“It was amazing how they 
know where they're going,” be 
said. Two days after making 
camp he bagged his ibex. The 
next day, he shot the ram and 
gazelle. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


OF THE SUN 


Performances: 3-JO, &15. MO 
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tfUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


AND GOD 


Pcrfomaaces 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 
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PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 
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IN 
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For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharar Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7S0b 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604070. 604696 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 1 2:1 HI-3: 30 

p.m. 

6:31 1-Midnight 

Tel 638968 


■ MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Taka away available 

Open daily 12:00 ■ I >30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road • near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

K Telt 661922 / 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Taka-xwiynrvica 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 





'met 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

IffrtmiMT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 
After the HoHday bin hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Teh6595l9 659520 
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S. Arabia shakes barley markets 


NICOSIA (R) — A decision by 
Saudi Arabia, the world's biggest 
barley importer, to stop subsidis- 
ing private barley traders has 
sown uncertainty in an already 
unsettled world market, econom- 
ists in the kingdom said. 

The Saudi government early 
this month eliminated a 100 riyal 
($26.6) a tonne subsidy for Saudi 
importers, then announced it 
would sell inexpensive barley 
from its own warehouses to local 
consumers. 

Confusion over bow the move 
would effect barley demand was 
compounded by speculation that 
new U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Clayton Yeutter might scale U.S. 
export subsidies. 

“U.S. policy in flux, GATT 
(General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade) negotiations going on 
and the Saudis taking the trade 
away from the private sector — 
the market is very confused,*’ 
said one economist in the 
kingdom. 

On Jan. 2, the Saudi commerce 


ministry hit local traders with the 
surprise announcement that any 
barley which had not yet cleared 
customs would not be eligible for 
the import subsidy. 

The same day the government 
announced it would begin selling 
barley at 20 riyals' ($5.33) per 
50-kilogramme bag from its ware- 
house in Jeddah. 

The announcement sparked off 
two days of frantic lobbying by 
local traders, many of whom had 
barley deals already in the pipe- 
line and ships full of the grain 
beading to Saudi ports, industry 
sources said. 

On Jan. 4, however, the minis- 
try sent a telex to traders saying 
the original decision was final. 

Industry sources said traders 
then scrambled to unload the 
grain in other Middle East mar- 
kets where they could sell it at 
world market prices. 

But they discovered that be- 
cause much of the barley had 
been purchased under a U.S. 


export programme to the king- 
dom, they could not divert it, and 
were forced to sell at a huge loss. 

Economists said the Saudi 
move, prompted by mouths of 
subsidy problems, was unusual 
for a government which has tradi- 
tionally been wary of intervening 
directly in private trade. 

Until September 1987, the bar- 
ley subsidy had been even higher, 
at 300 riyals ($80) per tonne, but 
was cut when a record 8.2 million 
tonnes were imported in one 
year. 

With the subsidy reduced, the 
local price for barley nearly dou- 
bled to around 21 to 25 riyals 
($5.60 to $6.70) per 50-kilogram- 
me bag, sparking off protests by 
livestock growers. 

Economists said it was uncer- 
tain bow the Saudi decision to 
take the trade over from the 
private sector would effect over- 
all demand. 

According to the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture (USDA), the 
kingdom accounts for as much as 


50 per cent of the world’s barley 
import market. 

Despite the subsidy cut, the 
kingdom’s commitment to sup- 
plying cheap barley to local con- 
sumers guarantees it will be in the 
market for some time, econom- 
ists sid. 

But they predicted that a policy 
of encouraging local barley pro- 
duction could gradually cut out 
imports. 

For years the country has been 
in the awkward position of giving 
massive subsidies amultaneonsly 
to wheat growers and barley im- 
porters, even though inputs for 
growing the two grains on the 
kingdom’s farms were nearly 
identical. 

Because ot foe subsidy, foe 
kingdom has been buying wheat 
from local formers at several 
times the world price, then taking 
the surplus over local consump- 
tion and selling overseas at a big 


Last August foe government 
reduced its wheat subsidy to its I 
largest farmers to 1,500 riyals 
($400) a tonne from the previous 
2,000 riyals ($533) and ordered 
them to plant one hectare of 
barley for every hectare of wheat 
in future. 

Economists said the new policy 
could eliminate the huge Saudi 
barley import market, which in 
recent years has become the prize 
in a heated trade war between the 
European Community and die 
United States, with each side 
subsidising exports. 

“The U.S. chose certain com- 
modities and certain countries in 
order to make a point in its trade 
war with the Europeans," said 
one industry source. “Barley 
sales to Saudi Arabia were among 
these.*' 

Industry sources said the 
USDA bad a list of trade initia- 
tives fined up. “The guns are 
loaded and they are waiting for a 
'eader,” said one. 


Dow Jones, ‘Footsie’ break new levels 


■NEW YORK (R) — Wall Street’s 
blue chips rolled to their fourth 
straight post-crash dosing high 
Friday, racing past the 2.300 level 
in a rally underpinned by a rising 
dollar and a U.S. treasury bond 
prices. 

The dollar extended its new 
year rally as strong commercial 
demand by Japanese investors 
overpowered joint central bank 
intervention against the U.S. cur- 
rency. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- . 
age rose 31.79 points to 2,322.86. 
Trading was very heavy, with 
254.9 million shares changing 
hands on foe New York Stock 
Exchange, compared with 212.3 
million Thursday. Advances out-, 
numbered declines 919 to 617. 


The stock market gained 87.50 
points for the week, hitting four 
straight post-crash closing highs 
in its best weekly performance 
since June. The market has 
gained more than 150 points since 
foe beginning of foe year. 

Traders said President Bush’s 
statement at a news conference 
that he favoured a cut in the 
capital gains tax gave a healthy 
boost to an already strong mar- 
ket. A reduction in the tax on 
profits would be sure to heighten 
public interest in equities. 

Bush also said that Washington 
should not dictate the level of 
corporate debt. The remark 
eased concerns that foe govern- 
ment would curb leveraged buy- 
outs, which have galvanised the 


Cocoa talks collapse 


LONDON (AP) — Talks be- 
tween cocoa producers and con- 
sumers on a possible market sta- 
bilisation plan collapsed Friday, 
opening the prospect of an indefi- 
nite block of international action 
to support depressed prices. . 

“Nothing at all was achieved," 
said West German spokesman 
; Peter Baron, representing the. 
■consumers’ group. 

The lack of action was “deeply 
disappointing and frustrating,” 
he said. 

The talks at foe headquarters 
of the 41-nation International 
Cocoa Organisation, which is 

■ empowered by treaty to regulate 
• world supplies and prices, opened 
Jan. 19. 

The main issue discussed was 

■ renewal of international action to 
stabilise prices through an asso- 
ciation-financed stockpiling plan. 

The association has not been 
supporting foe market for the 
past year, and foe price of cocoa 
has dropped to a 13-year low 
because of world over-produc- 
tion. 

Baron said the main obstacle to 
introducing foe stockpiling plan 
was lack of money resulting from 
the failure of producers to fulfill 
their obligations. 

The association's 18 producers 
together owe foe organisation a 
total of $84.5- million in unpaid 
dues from an international levy 
on traded cocoa. More than half 
this amount is owed by foe Ivory 
Coast, the world’s biggest pro- 
ducer. 

The stockpiling plan, under 


which producers would get asso- 
ciation financial help to put up to 
120,000 tons of surplus cocoa into 
storage, would cost- an estimated 
$15.6 milli on in a full year. 

Current association resources 
amount to $14.6 million. Ex- 
penses during foe year ahead are 
estimated at $14.2 million and 
income at only $3 million. 

Most of the costs would be 
incurred in financing foe storage 
of ’ ’a 250,000-ton stockpile of 
cocoa that the association 
bought to keep prices high. It 
bought foe cocoa before inde- 
finitely suspending such purch- 
ases a year ago. 

Consumer delegates were 
angry that the consumer mem- 
bers of foe association were 
paying foe levy for foe cocoa 
stockpile, while most of the pro- 
ducers weren’t. 

The producers' spokesman, 
Moma Mohammad of Ghana, 
said producers were not paying 
foe levy because prices of cocoa 
had slumped on world markets 
and “survival comes first." 

Cocoa accounts for about 70 
per cent of Ghana's foreign ex- 
change and 40 per cent of foe 
Ivory Coast's. 

Producers had wanted the 
stockpiling plan introduced 
against promises of future pay- 
ment of debts, but the consumers 
opposed this. 

The plan also remains blocked by 
an unresolved dispute between 
producers and consumers over 
establishing a minimum cocoa 
price. 


Lufthansa appoints new manager 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On Jan. 1, 1989 
Mr. Gero von Goetz arrived to 
take over as the new Lufthansa 
area manager for Jordan thus 
replacing Mr. Karim Jourv after 
bis retirement. Jouiy has been in 


charge of Lufthansa in Jordan for 
foe last 30 years. 

Mr. Gero von Goetz worked 
for foe Middle East region for the 
last 3 years as marketing manager 
for tourism. 


Swissair introduces new facility 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Swissair re- 
■ cently installed modems for lap- 
top computer users in its first and 
business class lounges at Zurich 
and Geneva airports as well as at 
the Swissdtd Hotel International 
in Zurich and Hotel President in 
Geneva. It is the fist airline in the 
world to offer its passengers this 
facility. 

The modems, used in conjunc- 
tion with a smart card, allow 
access to virtually any other data 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


market in foe relatively quiet 
period since the 1987 crash, mar- 
ket analysts said. 

A strong dollar and buoyant 
treasury bond prices supported 
foe rally, which started in the 
morning after the government 
reported sluggish gross national 
product (GNP) growth of 2.0 per 
cent in foe fourth quarter, news 
that eased inflation fears. 

The smaller-than-expected 
GNP gain suggested that the 
Federal Reserve may not have to 
tighten credit soon, lifting treas- 
ury bond prices. 

The benchmark 30-year 
treasury bond ended 12/32 higher 
at 102-14/32, depressing its yield 
to 8.77 per cent. That was down' 
from 8.80 per cent at Thursday’s 
close and was the lowest dosing 
level since foe 8.75 per cent yield 
on Nov. 3. 

The dollar ended sharply high- 
er at 1.8650 Deutschemarics from 
Thursday's 1.8465 marks and 
surged to a 3 Vi month high of 
129.40 Japanese yen from 328.35 
yen. 

Commercial demand rather 
than speculative interest sup- 
ported the dollar, which remains 
underpinned by high U.S. short- 
term interest rates, dealers said. 

: The dollar’s rise pushed gold 
futures to their lowest level in 
four months. 

Gold for February delivery fell 
$7.10 to $396.10 an ounce after 
dipping to $394.50 on foe com- 
modity exchange in New York. 
The decline put gold near last 
year’s low of $395.80, reached 
Sept. 26. 

U.S. crude oil futures finished 
little changed from Thursday. 
West Texas Intermediate for 
March delivery closed 2 cents 
higlfer at $17.74 on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. 


Earlier, frantic trading took foe 
London stock market's ETSE in- 
dex of 100 leading shares above 
2,000 points Friday for foe first 
time since the October 1987 
crash. 1 

The “Footsie” dosed up 46.1* 
on foe day at 2,005.9. It has risen 
212 points or 11.8 per cent since 
foe start of foe year. 

Dealers said that the market, 
which last year lagged Wall 
Street, Tokyo and .Continental 
European bourses in rebounding 
from foe crash, was ripe for a 
rise. Better-than-expected British 
balance of payments figures pro- 
vided foe catalyst for Friday’s 
surge. 

Big investment funds piled in 
to buy stock and the volume 
traded rose to a record for one 
day above one billion shares. 

“Institutions are weighed down 
with cash and foe market has 
been clearly undervalued 
throughout 1988. All that was 
needed was a goad to set it off 
and foe trade figures provided 
that,” a dealer said. 

The big drag on foe London 
market has been Britain’s eco- 
nomy. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Nigel Lawson cut taxes last spring 
and also, in line with finance 
ministers in other industrial na- 
tions, kept interest rates low. 

The belief was that cheap 
money was needed to fire up 
economic activity, in case the loss 
of confidence after the crash re- 
sulted in a global slump. 

But British consumers, with 
money in their pockets and credit 
easy to get, went on a spending 
boom, driving up inflation ana 
also plunging foe nation’s trade 
deep in the red. 

liieir appetite for imported 
goods pushed the current account 


deficit for 1988 to a record £14.27 
billion ($25.25 billion), govern- 
ment figures Friday showed. 

Lawson hiked interest rates 
from 7.5 per cent in early summer 
by stages to a present high at 13 
per cent to cool the boom. 

And that put a dampener on 
London stocks. 

The stock market began to 
look more lively around new year 
on a hunch among investors, par- 
ticularly big investment funds, 
that Lawson’s medicine might be 
working and that 13 per cent was 
the top limi t on interest rates. 

A decline in the growth of bank 
and home . loan lending was 
among factors that suggested that 
British consumers had begun to 
spend less vigorously. 

Friday’s trade figures, which 
sent foe “Footsie” up above 
2 , 000 , seemed to confirm that 
view.’ 

The annual T988 deficit may 
have been a record. But figures 
also showed that the gap nar- 
rowed in December — the 
monthly deficit at jh.26 billion 
($2.23 billion) was down on 
November’s £1.47 billion ($2.6 
trillion). 

“Markets have greeted foe fi- 
gures as very good indeed,” said 
Ian Harwood, an economist at 
Warburg Securities. 

“The markets were worried that 
if another rogue figure was pub- 
lished it would knock on the head 
interest rale expectations gener- 
ated by recent indications that 
consumers are starting to pull in 
their horns,” Horwood said. 

But Roger Bootle, thief British 
economist at brokerage Green- 
well Montague Gilt Edged, said 
interest rates may have peaked 
but that he would not completely 
rule out another rise. 


EC commissioner to pressure 
airlines and telecom industries 


base worldwide over a separate 
network, thereby avoiding the 
difficulties sometimes experi- 
enced by laptop users in accessing 
other computers, data bases and 
electronic mailboxes via interna- 
tional telephone lines. The sole 
precondition is that the laptop 
must have an RS 232 interface 
and be equipped with conven- 
tional communications software. 

The new facility is foe result of 
a joint project by Swissair and 
Comco S.A., a Lausanne-based 
telecommunications firm estab- 
lished in 1982. ft is planned to 
expand the facility by installing 
modems in other SwissOtels and 
ultimately in all Swissair passen- 
ger lounges. 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community's (ECs) new 
commissioner for competition 
policy. Sir Leon Brittan. served 
notice Friday that he intended to 
shake up the bloc’s airline, tele- 
communications and energy in- 
dustries. 

Brittan in his first speech since 
taking office earlier this month 
said he would be “vigilant and 
active" in ensuring competition 
policy reinforced foe ECs drive 
to weld together its 12 national 
markets by foe end of 1992. 

“It is always competition and 
only competition which provides 
the stimulus for efficiency, for 
innovation and for ensuring the 
widest consumer choice," Brittan; 
said in a lecture at Newcastle 
University in England. Extracts 
were released in Brussels. 

Brittan, a former British trade 
and industry minister, made clear 
he opposed letting West Euro- 
pean companies join forces “on a 
scale which would be monopolis- 


tic” as a means of strengthening 
European industry against U.S. 
and Japanese competition. 

“I believe that such an 
approach would be profoundly 
misguided... because companies 
that are allowed to operate in a 
monopolistic way in their own 
home markets, whether those are 
national or European, are in fact 
unlikely to become world bea- 
ters," he said. ' 

“Competition at home is foe 
best training for competition 
abroad," he noted. 

.Britten said he intended to 
ensure "that competitive forces 
were applied equally among all 
members. 

“Air travel is still too expensive 
in Europe and this is largely due 
to a plethora of restrictive prac- 
tices by airlines and govern- 
ments," he said. 

A package of measures to in- 
troduce more competition be- 
tween airlines and push down 
airfares that took effect last year 


Saudi American Bank hikes profit 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
largest joint venture bank said 
Saturday its 1988 net profit 
soared by 260 per cent, a sign that 
the: kingdom's banks may have 
broken out of a five-year slump. 

Saudi American Bank (SAM- 
BA), the first of the country’s 12 
commercial banks to release 1988 
earnings, said in a statement that 
profits rose to 235.2 million riyals 
($63 million) from 90.1 million 
($24 million) the year before. 


A SAMBA spokesman said 
new treasury products and higher 
international interest rates contri- 
buted to the improvement. “The 
banking sector as a whole is 
performing better than it was two 
years ago,” he said. 

In 1987 SAMBA, owned 40 per 
cent by Gtibank N. A. and 60 per 
cent by Saudi shareholders, re- 
ported its first increase in net 
profit in five years. 


Bankers also expected strong 
performances from other banks. 

"Interest rates have been good 
for all of us,” said a banker in 
Riyadh. “Saudi banks are cash 
rich, and they have really been 
helped out in the money 
market." 

Since the early 1980s Saudi 
bank profits have been hit by 
declining government oil re- 
venues, low interest rates and 
loan repayment problems. 


A PIANO WANTED 
FOR PURCHASE 

Should be second hand but in very good 
condition. 

Call Tel: 822229 and 828350 . 


SECRETARY, PUBLIC 
RELATION-REQUIRED 

Must speak French', English, typing. For a travel 
tourist office. Flexible working hours (part time 
or full time) 

Please contact 664916. 


Major coffee consumers to focus 
on cheap sales to Arab states 

. . mt-nrinerf deals to nOD-meo 


LONDON (R) — A dispute over 
cheap coffee sales to East Bloc 
and some Arab nations is ex- 
pected to dominate talks this , , tommy juuoudovu, 

week over salvaging an interna- “We tried this idea scvmm ^ International Coffee Council, 
tional coffee price agreement, de- years ago and no thin g *JP- consultations to see how 

legates to the talks say. pened " one representative Horn s ^ od before February. 

The big coffee consumers a producing nation said. The United States, foe biggest 

which are members of foe 74- This week’s mscusaons ini Lon- consumer has not got any prop- 
nation agreement are angry that don will be followed by a niu because it is too soon 

foe communist and Arm) non- round of negotiations starting president Bush took over, 

member states, which account for Feb. 20. But Washington has said it 

15 to 20 per cent of worfd con- Igor Ruaov, of the soviet opp0ses extending foe agreement 
sumption, get their supplies up to ministry of foreign economic reia- ^ standg beyond Sept. 30. - 
40 per cent cheaper. tions, said his conn try wouia jbe European Community is 

They see the cut-price sales as attend the February talks as an ^ Qy Cr several ideas, 

the main obstacle to a new price observer, as it did at the last commodity analysts said foe 
agreement to replace foe one round in November. pressure is off foe producers be- 

whiich runs out in September. M _ Hav ■ cause world coffee prices are 

“For consumers foe abolition twosides finn, partly because drought has 

of foe two-tier market is the main “ * e Jj * 51 ^ *5® riI t nearly halved the crop in Brazil,- 


cut-priced deals to non-members 
see if they will jom, a producer. ^ ^ agreement. 

delegate said. Delegates did not expect any 

Others doubt this approach will breakthroughs but they said, 
succeed. _ _ . Tommy Johansson, chairman of 


agreement to replace foe one 
which runs out in September. 

“For consumers foe abolition 
of foe two-tier market is foe main 
goal to be achieved by whatever 
means," said Hugo Roerig, a 
delegate from West Germany, 
one of the leading coffee impor- 
ters. 

At foe moment foe agreement 
aims to stabilise prices by limiting 
exports' to foe 24 consumer mem- 
bers, while sales to non-members 
are not controlled at all. 

Some delegates sav foe solu- 
tion is for non-members to join. 

“There is nothing official yet, 
but we are holding informal con- 
sultations with non-members to 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


SatHTday, Jan. 28, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutscfaexnarfc 
Swiss franc 


French franc 
J apane se yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


was only a start and more ambif 
tious plans had to follow quickly, 
Brittan said. 

“I believe much greater liber- 
alisation of this sector must be 
achieved as quickly as possible in 
the interests of all concerned, and 
I intend to pursue this goal," he 
emphasised. 

Brittan said be would also be 
actively considering new moves 
to open up the telecommunica- 
tions and energy sectors to grea- 
ter competition. 

“Telecommunications and 
energy are two other highly reg- 
ulated industries where competi- 
tion policy has an important part 
to play... to remove the many 
distortions which currently im- 
pede trade and stand in the way 
of enterprise,” he said. 

’I 

Brittan’s speech made clear he 
intended to continue the tough 
line taken on competition en- 
forcement in the last four years 
by Ireland’s Peter Sutherland. 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 


Name of company 


Banking and financial institutions 


Industrial Development Bank 


Jordan IslamicBank 


Jordan Gulf Bank 


Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Bank 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation 


National F inancial Investments 


Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Real Estate Financing Corporation . 


Insurance and reinsurance 


Jordan French Insurance ‘. 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

Yannouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

Holy Land Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan-Gvlf Insurance 

General Arabia Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

National Ahliya Insurance 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance . 

United Insurance 

Universal Insurance 


Services and industries 


General Investments — 

Inina for Investment and Fi n ancial Facilities 9927 

Darco for Housing and Investment 107978 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 213019 

Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 334655 

Jordan Leasing Corporation ' 294 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 231932 

Equipment Leasing & Maintenance/Ta’jeerco 48009 

International Contracting & Investment — 

Jordanian Electric Power 36158 

Irbid District Electricity 400 

Arab International Hotels 260 

Hotels and Tourism — 

United Middle East and Commodore Hotels 5000 

Garage Owners Federation Office 500 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 20900 

Jordan Press Foundation 1813 

Jordan Press and Publishing 2000 

Dar A1 Shaab Press, Printing and Publishing 126280 

Jordan Dairy 33252 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 41207 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 1001033 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 3910 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) .... 217360 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 351 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products — 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing — 

Aladdin Industries 474025 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 34429 

Jordan Worsted Mills 872 

Jordan Ceramics 43298 

Chemical Industries 184703 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 100110 

Dar AJ Dawa’ for Development and Investment .... 19070 

National Steel Industries 62273 

Universal Chemical Industries 167910 

Genera] Mining SO 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 4232 

Jordan Lime & Brick 641375 

National Industries — 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading 48636 

Arab Investment and International Trade 3879 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 41390 

Livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 117363 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 5800 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 900 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 743766 

Trans-Jordon Minerals Research _1 

Jordan Himeh Mineral _L 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries 2000 

Jordan Tanning 75 

Jordan Printing and Packaging _ 

Jordan Tobacco and Ggarette _ 

Mas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 468695 

Jordan Spinning & Waving 403610 

Jordan Sulpho Chemicals 50363 

Jordan Cement Factories ) 247917 

Jordan Glass Industries j 74550 


tradine activities at the Amman Financial Market di 

iring the 
tars). 

Wednesday Jan. 25, V9. (Figures in 

Jordanian dir 

Number 

Voirnne 

Opening 

Outing 

PEr 

if shares 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

tu tions 




_ 

1.000 

47004 

117186 

2380 

2.550 

1.000 

1550 

2916 

1.830 

1.900 

1.000 

32760 

46785 

1.470 

1.420 

1.000 

4150 

5101 

1320 

1.230 

1.000 

3280 

6274 

1.900 

1.910 

1.000 



_ 

— 

1.000 

600 

18000 

30.000 

30.000 

5.000 

1089 

17470 

15.900 

16.000 

5.000 

4320 

623338 

143.500 

144300 

10.000 

3430 

9135 

2.660 

2.660 

1.000 



_ 

— 

1.000 

9660 

22732 

2350 

2.550 

1.000 

424258 

278067 

0.610 

0.680 

1.000 

5184 

10895 

2.040 

2.090 

1.000 

269209 

254350 

0.850 

0.980 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

27068 

29889 

1.040 

1.110 

1.000 


_ 

— 

— 

2.000 

130800 

83179 

1.090 

1.130 

10.000 





1.000 



— - 

— i 

— . 

1.000 

8179 

38482 

5.000 

4.280 

1.000 

5425 

5693 

1.000 

1.040 

1. 000 

200 

276 

1.370 

1380 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

20000 

27350 

1.210 

1.470 

10.000 

345 

476 

1.380 

1380 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

42920 

31698 

0.760 

0.700 

1.000 





1.000 


Graodtotal 


7,4184)60 


8411 

0.830 

0.840 

1.000 

93022 

0.830 

0.840 

1 . 000 . 

143834 

0.660 

0.670 

1.000 

149180 

0.430 

0.420 

1.000 

201 

0.620 

0.750 

1.000 

45460 

0.680 

0.700 

1.000 

14284 

0.770 

0.800 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

63363 

1.730 

1.750 

1.000 

360 

0.920 

0.900 

1.000 

183 

0.630 

0.720 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

4000 

0.800 

0.800 

1.000 

2275 

4.600 

4.550 

1.000 

19849 

0.930 

0.970 

1.000 

5258 

2.900 

2.900 

1.000 

3800 

1.900 

1.900 

1.000 

81281 

0.610 

0.630 

1.000 

34829 

1.020 

1.050 

1 . 000 : 

98780 

2.300 

2.490 

1.000 

1724768 

1.630 

1.750 

1.000 

15665 

3.730 

4.150 

1.000 

352626 

1.530 

1.670 

1.000 

1542 

4.300 

4.400 

1.000 

— 

— 



1.000 

— 

— 



1.000 

839880 

1.670 

1.830 

1.000 

71463 

2.070 

2.100 

1.000 

4360 

5.000 

5.000 

1.000 

75054 

1.670 

1.780 

1.000 

538811 ■ 

2.700 

3.020 ' 

1.000 

73173 

0.690 

0.720 

1.000 

45192 

2330 

2370 

1.000 

185549 

2.900 

2.970 

1.000 

541975 

3.030 

3350 

5J000 

71 

1.500 

1.420 

1.000 

36645 

8.700 

8.670 

L000 

155751 

0.230 

0350 

1.000 

— 

■ 


1.000 

17965 

0360 

0370 

1.000 

2854 

0.810 

0.660 

1.000 

66662 

1-540 

1.630 

1.000 

— 



- 

1.000 

193163 

1.530 

1.700 

1.000 

5612 

0.820 

0.980 

1.000 

3200 

3.500 

3300 

1.000 

793883 

1.040 

1.100 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

_ 

1.000 

— 

■ — 

—a. 

1.000 

1720 

0.850 1 

0.860 

1.000 

161 

2.150 . 

2.150 

5.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 



1.000 

— 

— ! 

— 

1.000 

— 

_ i 

— 

. 3.000 

623644 

1-290 

1330 

1.000 

422566 

0.960 

1.080 

1.000 

146262 

2.870 , 

2.940 

1.000 

312212 

1240 

1360 

1.000 

80881 

1.010 

1.080 

1.000 

9,730,972 
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Evert to retire in *89 
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-* LONDON (AP) — Chris Evert 
says she will retire from women's 
tennis after this season and is 
considering an international 
tawel] tour, British newspapers 
reported Friday. 

■ Evert, the 34-year-old Amer- 
ican who has won 18 Grand Slam 
Singles titles, said she was concen- 
trating on this year’s Wimbledon 
championship, a tournament she 
has won three time and that is 
generally considered to be among 
the most prestigious in sports. 

‘ “I'll be preparing especially 
hard for Wimbledon because I 
want to go out on top — or very 
dose to it,” Evert was quoted as 
saying in four of Britain’s dozen 
dailies. 

The top-ranked women's play- 
er in the world until October 
1985, Evert has slipped to fourth 
in the computer ratings and has 
talked with increasing frequency 
about retirement in recent years. 

She married for the second 
time last year, to former Olympic 
Skier Andy Mill, and has said that 
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she would like to . have children. 

In the interview published in 
the British papers, Even said she 
finally had decided to call it quits 
after 1989. 

“I told the Women’s Interna- 
tional Tennis Association that 
this would be my last year and to 
let me pick and choose my 
tournaments,” she said. 

Even said in the interview that 
she would skip several unidenti- 
fied U.S. tournaments in which 
she usually competes but definite- 
ly would play Houston, Hamburg 
and the Italian and French Opens 
as well as Wimbledon. 

“After Wimbledon, there is 
some talk that I’ll play 10 matches 
in 10 countries and meet the top 
player from each one,” she said. 
“It would take two weeks in late 
November and December.” 

Preliminary discussions have 
been made between Evert and 
NBC about her becoming a tennis 
commentator for the American 
television network, the British 
stories said. 


UEFA sets record fine 


BERN, Switzerland (AP) — 
UEFA. European soccer's gov- 
erning body, Friday imposed its 
bighest-ever fine, $143,000 on 
Italian club Inter Milan for fan 
misbehaviour and other offenses 
during a European Cup game last 
month. 

• The biggest part of the fine — - 
$95,500 — punishes a fire started 
by fans in rhe stands during the 
Dec. 7 second-leg third-round 
UEFA Cup match against Bayern 
Munich, a UEFA statement said. 
: UEFA's control and disciplin- 
ary committee further imposed a 
$31,800 fine for Inter's illegal use 
of a giant screen in the stadium 
(hat showed live pictures of the 
game interspersed with advertis- 
ing. Another $16,000 was for 
extremely unsportsmanlike con- 


duct by the team during the 
game. 

UEFA said it fined the visiting 
West German side $19,000 for 
renewed unsportsmanlike con- 
duct by players and because a 
Bayern' fan launched fireworks 
into the stands. 

Both teams were given until 
next Monday to appeal. 

Inter Milan was also the victim 
of UEFA’s previous top fine of 
$125,000, imposed in March 1985 
for home fan rowdiness during a 
European Cup game against FC 
Cologne of West Germany. 

In other top disciplinary mea- 
sures Friday, the committee im- 
posd fines totalling $7,600 on 
Italian side Napoli for fan rowdi- 
ness at its third-round UEFA 
Cup games against French team 
Girondins Bordeaux. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

r IMS Tiiburw Media Swvtces. Inc 


MAKE USE OF WHAT YOU KNOW 


. East -West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
#863 
'7 A 8 2 
O 9 7 5 4 

* K Q 10 

WEST EAST 

# K Q J 10 * A 9 4 2 

9 6 3 '7 10 5 4 

0 10 8 6 3 v A 

#964 #87532 

SOUTH 

* 75 

C?KQJ97 
O K O J 2 

* A J 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 2 v Pass 

4 9 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of # 

There is a reason why certain 
leads are standard. The play of any 
card promises particular holdings, 
and partner can make use of that 
information. If you play cards wil- 
ly-nilly, he can never be sure what 
to do. 

This hand from a team game il- 
lustrates how to make intelligent use 
or the information you have at your 
disposal. Ac both tables the final 
contract was four hearts, reached on 
identical sequences. Sine- both pairs 


were playing five-card majors, both 
Norths raised hearts despite their 
flat hand. 

The lead at the two tables was 
identical— the top of West’s spade 
sequence. At the first table, East 
encouraged routinely with the nine. 
On the spade continuation, East 
completed his echo by dropping the 
two. Declarer ruffed the third 
spade, drew crumps and conceded a 
trick to the ace of diamonds — mak- 
ing four-odd. 

At the other table. East made bet- 
ter use of the information available 
from the opening lead. On a power 
auction such as the above. West 
would not lead an unsupported 
king, so his lead had to be from the 
top of a sequence. As long as West 
held fewer than live spades. East 
realized that he could virtually guar- 
antee the contract’s defear. 

He overtook the king of spades 
with the ace and cashed the ace of 
diamonds. Then he returned the two 
of spades. It did not need a genius in 
the West seat to realize that his part- 
ner wanted to ruff a diamond — why 
else would he help declarer by re- 
leasing the ace of a side suit? So the 
defenders collected two spade 
tricks, a diamond and a ruff for a 
one-trick set. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


OvnfN imp 
C®—'*’ Wm me 


HAfi&iS 

2-*f 




‘This isn't fat — it's all the 
fility 1 keep locked up 
inside me." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I q by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


«•] 

liffl 


■B 

HEI 

mm 


IHIi WM 



InMS&ilMM 

MU 


MOFTEN 


□ 

fl.Vfl 


BOULED 



L 

JL 



PERMISSIVE 
| PARENTS PON'TMINP 
WHEN THEIR 
WPS THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: [H] ’ 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles; SHINY EJECT RUBBER MIDDAY 
Answer What the billionaire left when he died 
-MUCH TO BE DESIRED 



Chris Evert 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Joint Cypriot team for European games 

■NICOSIA (AP) — The Cyprus Olympic Committee (COC) has 
invited Turkish Cypriot athletic dubs to join Greek Cypriot ciubs 
in a joint Cypriot team for the third games of small states of 
Europe, a COC offidal said Friday. COC director Dinos 
Michael ides told the Assodated Press the invitation was extended 
earlier this month, but there has been no response yet from the 
Turkish Cypriot clubs. Die two communities of the war-divided 
island have not competed against each other or represented 
Cyprus jointly in sports events in nearly 30 years. 

Forest manager cited for hitting fans 

NOTTINGHAM (AP) — Nottingham Forest manager Brian 
Clough was accused by England's top soccer officials Friday of 
damaging the sport's image when he hit several fans after a match. 
Police, meanwhile, said there was insuffirient evidence to bring 
criminal charges against Cough in the case. The Football 
Assoriation filed internal charges of bringing the game into 
disrepute against Cough, who was caught by television cameras 
smaking several fans as they ran onto the field after a league cup 
match between Forest and Queens Park Rangers Jan. 18. The 
assodation said it would ask Cough at a hearing to explain both 
his action that and subsequent comments in which he reportedly 
said he would “do it all over again” if the situation recuued. 

Italy plans World Cup infrastructure 

ROME (R) — The Italian cabinet Friday approved a $2.6 billion 
programme to improve tourist farilities for the 1990 World Cup 
soccer finals. The money, which is to be spent on transport, 
communications and hotels, will be distributed among the 12 
cities hosting soccer's biggest tournament and will enable them to 
modernise local facilities for the eight million extra tourists 
expected in the summer of 1990, Franco Carraro, minister in 
chargc-of sport and tourism, has said the work must be completed., 
by April 1990. It includes building, new hotels, rail and road links 
between regional' airports and dty centres and modernising 
telephone and telex networks. Canaro told reporters after 
Friday's cabinet meeting that he felt the deadline could be met for 
nearly all projects if regional and local officials moved with 
determination. 

Murray leads Conner in yachting challenge 

SYDNEY ( AP) — Australian skipper Iain Murray held a 10-point 
lead over U.S. opponent Dennis Conner following the second day 
of sailing in the ANZ 12-raetre yachting challenge on Sydney 
harbour Saturday. Murray skippered Kookaburra U to victory in 
two of Saturday’s three 10-point races to lead Conner, the skipper 
of Kookaburra in, by 30 points to 20. The eight-race series, 
designed to prove who is the superior 12-raetre yachtsman, will be 
decided on Sydney harbour Sunday. Die winning skipper will 
need to win at least two of the three 20-point races. Conner, who 
skippered the successful U.S. challenger Stars and Stripes during 
it’s bid to recapture the America's Cup off Fremantle, West 
Australia, in 1987, won the first race Sarurday over an America’s 
Cup course by 1 minute and 8 seconds. The win came after 
Murray was forced to make a 270 degree penalty turn at the third 
mark. 

Kulti powers into junior singles final 

MELBOURNE (AP) — Sweden's NickJas Kulti shrugged off 
heat-wave conditions io power into the junior boys singles final at 
the Australian Open tennis championships Saturday. Kulti, 17, 
from Stockholm, was too strong for Swedish-born Australian 
Johan .Anderson, winning their semifinal 6-1, 6-3 at the national 
tennis centre. Kulti, the tournament top seed, ran his rival 
ragged. He now will play second-seeded Australian Todd 
Woodbridge in the final Sunday. Woodbridge, 17, from Sydney,' 
beat compatriot Jamie Morgan, the fourth seed, 7-5, 2-6, 6-2 in 
the other semifinal. In the girls singles semifinals, Andrea Farley 
and Kim Kessaris set up an all-American final with wins Saturday. 
Third-seeded Farley, 17, beat Czechoslovak's Eva Sviglerova, 
the No. 9 seed, 7-6 (7-4), 7-5. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY. JANUARY 29. 1989 


S3 HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By the Carroll Rlghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Ideas formed today can have a 
positive influence on your lifestyle. 

. With romantic notions and high 
self-esteem, it is time to pet mov- 
ing and take advantage of favorable 
items. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. -19) 
Disagreement can arise over recrea- 
tional spending. Discipline may be 
needed to restrain young family 
members. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Stay in the company of those young 
at heart. Your good humored 
attitude will be appreciated by 
those dose to you. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) To- 
day may be one of the best times to 
start moderating your lifestyle. 
Shop for items that have the class 
and distinction vou want. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21} Changes in what had 
already been planned for the day 
may meet with opposition. Be pa- 
tient with others. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Hanging 
around the house may not be a bed 
of roses today. Get out and away by 
taking care of chores, shopping or 
by making a visit to an old mend. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept, 22) Call 
that special someone for a data. 


Don't depend on the other one to 
make the first move. A happy-go- 
lucky attitude will serve you well. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OeL 22) An 
intellectually stimulating! compan- 
ion haa you out past midnight. Be 

sensible about your rime and 
pleasure spending. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Friends, neighbors and relatives 
could all be part of a happy trend 
today. Put aside decisions and have 
some fun. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) A- morning domestic upset will 
not last long. In the afternoon pro- 
ceed as planned since the mood will 
lighten up. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
If you look for flaws in others you 
are sure to find them. Beating that 
drum can only ruin a splendid 
relationship. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Today a romantic theme will fit 
your mood nicely. Plan for early 
social events, dining out, a scenic 
drive, etc. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Today has an emphasis on home. 
It's a perfect day for the family to 
hang out together. Creative enter- 
prises run in your favor. 


Australian Open women’s final 


Graf proves unstoppable 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — Steffi Graf con- 
quered Helena Sukova, stifling heat and a nagging 
knee injury Saturday to win the Australian Open 
women’s singles title for the second straight year. 


Graf downed Sukova 6-4, 6-4 
after a 71 minute struggle, her 
toughest test of the two-week 
tournament. 

Both players found it difficult 
to run in the strength-sapping 
37-degree Celsius heat, which 
lifted the center court surface 
temperature to 62 Celsius. 

“It was very difficult in the 
heat, but I tried not to let it 
bother me,” Graf said. 

The West German was more 
concerned with power-serving 
Sukova, who led 4-3 in the first 
set and also rallied from 1-5 to 4-5 


in the second before succumbing. 

“I found it really hard to get 
into my rhythm,” Graf said. 
'’Helena was hitting some good 

shots and when somebody serves 
like that, it’s hard to win. I 
couldn’t serve very well or put 
any weight on my knee." 

Graf now has a chance to be- 
come the first player to sweep the 
four Grand Slam tournaments 
two years in a row. 

“I had an incredible year last 
year and I’ve started awfully well 
this year, but I’m not going to get 


myself into trouble and say it’s 
going to happen again,” she said. 

“It’s an awfully long year 
ahead and I’m not prepared to 
put myself under pressure,” Graf 
added. “Winning the Grand Slam 
is difficult, almost impossible. I 
don’t even like to talk about it. 
It’s crazy to start thinking about 
it.” 

The victory gave Graf her fifth 
straight Grand Slam title. She 
was victorious in all four Grand 
Slam events last year and also 
won the gold medal at the Seoul 
summer Olympic Games. 

Graf, 19, won the title without 
dropping a set, but was occa- 
sionally pressured by fifth-seeded 
Sukova, who missed a number of 
easy volleys that could have taken 


her closer to victory. 

Grafs serve appeared to be 
affected by the injury to her left 
knee, which occured during a 
doubles match Friday, although 
her mobility did not appear to be 
impaired. 

Sukova, a Czech, now has a 1-9 
record against the West German 
and is winless in three Grand 
Slam final appearances. 

Graf collected her sixth Grand 
Slam title overall. She won the 
1987 French Open and the Au- 
stralian, French Open. Wimble- 
don and U.S. Open titles last- 
year. 

She picked up $135,000 for the 
victory, while Sukova, who upset 
three-time champion Martina 
Navratilova in the quarterfinals, 
earned $67,500. 


Nebiolo rules out resignation 


SINGAPORE (R) — Controver- 
sial world athletics chief Primo 
Nebiolo ruled out quitting the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF) Saturday de- 
spite being termed an embarrass- 
ment to the sport by a West 
German delegate. 

Nebiolo, a Turin lawyer, res- 
igned three weeks ago as presi- 
dent of the Italian Athletic Fed- 
eration (FID AL) following critic- 
ism over sponsorship and busi- 
ness deals, and there have been 
increasing calls for him to quit his 
IAAF post. 

West German delegate August 
Kirsch said he and several other 
IAAF council delegates ques- 
tioned Nebiolo about bis resigna- 
tion and FIDAL business deals 
during an IAAF meeting 
Saturday. 

“People on the council feel 
embarrassed because ... it has 
been more than a year that 
Nebiolo is always involved in 
something,” Kirsch said. 

Another council member who 
declined to be named, said: “It is 
not pleasant that the image of the 
sport is damaged because it is not 
good (for athletics).” 

But Nebiolo said after the 
meeting that delegates had been 
satisfied he bad not been involved 
m any^rongdoing while Jiead of 

Council members said N&biolo 
had been questioned for 30 mi- 
nutes about his resignation from 
FIDAL but they said there had 
been no calls for his resignation 
from the IAAF. 

“I clearly explained to my 
council that at no time I have 
been in breach of the laws, the 
rules of IAAF or the sports au- 
thorities. On all matters the coun- 
cil was satisfied and expressed 
complete confidence in myself,” 
Nebiolo said. 

Asked if be would consider 
resigning, he said: “No. not at 
all.” 

He said the council had taken 
no formal vote of confidence. 


“We did not take a vote. I have 
made an explanation, we have 
discussed it for a long time and 
we are happy,” he said. 

“What can we do if he S3ys he 
is not guilty and there is no 
evidence he is guilty? We can 
only take his word for the mo- 
ment. We can only hope we can 
end all this,” Kirsch said. 

Council members said there 
was nothing they could do until 
all 182 member countries meet at 
the IAAF congress next Septem- 
ber in Barcelona, Spain, when a 
no-confidence motion against 
Nebiolo might be tabled. 

“September is a long time 
away. A lot can happen in that 
time,” Kirsch said. 

But some sports officials came 
out openly in favour of Nebiolo. 

“He is a good president — one 


of the best. In this saga, Singa- 
pore is definitely on his side.” 

said Singapore Amateur Athletic 
Association head Loh Lin Kok, 
who termed the scandals “domes- 
tic Italian politics.” 

Pressure mounted on Nebiolo 
to resign from FIDAL last March 
after an Italian Olympic Commit- 
tee inquiry found officials had 
rigged a long jump result at the 
1987 Rome world championships 
which resulted in an Italian 
athlete wrongly being awarded 
the bronze medal. 

Council members said Nebiolo 
was also questioned about F1D- 
AL’s financial dealings. 

Rome's chief investigating 
ma gis trate said earlier this month 
that Nebiolo was under investiga- 
tion on suspicion of forgery and 
pursuing private interests in 
office. 


C. African 
championships 
open in Kenya 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Kenya's AFC Leopards coasted 
to victory and Coastal Union of 
Tanzania and MDC United of 
Malawi played to a draw Satur- 
day in opening matches of the 
15th East and Central African 
soccer club championships. 

Playing in Nairobi, the aFC 
Leopards beat NBC of Somalia 
5-0, with two goals in the first half 
and three in the second. Wilber- 
force Mulamba scored one in 
each period. 

In the other match at the coas- 
tal resort city of Mombasa, the 
Tanzanian team played to a 
goo all ess draw with the Malawi 
team, each side missing chances 
for victory because of inaccurate 
shooting. 


Baseball balk rules loosen up 


NEW YORK (AP) — The balk 
rules that bogged down profes- 
sional baseball last season have 
come to a discernible stop. 

The changes that led to a re- 
cord 924 balks — up from 356 the 
previous year — are being drop- 
ped, the league announced Fri- 
day. From now on. balks will be 
called as they were before 1988. 

No longer will pitchers Be re- 
quired to 7 make a “discernible’ 
stop in the set position, although 
they still must come to a complete 
halt. Also, pitchers no longer 
must have "both” feet on the 
ground when they set. 

The clarifications were adopted 
in December 1987 on a one-year 
trial basis. The gtajor league 
baseball players association, 
which has the right to approve or 
veto such changes, opposed the 
newer language. Baseball's rules 
committee made it official 
Thursday. 

“We thought that the change, 
both in enforcement and lan- 
guage, was inappropriate and 
likely to force changes in the 
game that nobody wanted,” Don 


Fehr, executive director of the 
union, said. 

"The balk rule is to be en- 
forced in 1989 as it was in 1987 
and in earlier years,” Fehr said. 
“I expect that to be the case. I 
expect there will be good faith.” 

But the squawking about balk- 
ing might continue. 

“They took the word ‘discerni- 
ble* out, but you still have to 
come to a complete stopi We’re 
telling umpires that," Ed Vargo, 
Supervisor of National League 
umpires, said. “It’s going to come 
down to judgment from the 
umpires. I guess we enforced it 
before.” 

Marty Springstead, supervisor 
of American League Umpires, 
said this week's change “doesn't 
really mean much.” 

“I think at the end of the 
season, they were all pretty much 
coming to a stop. That’s the way 
it was meant to be anyway,” he 
said. 

Bfl] Murray of the commission- 
er's office and a member of the 
rules committee, said, Tm sure 
the umpires w£U call what they 


see." 

“There was a noticeable de- 
cline in the number of balks 
during the second half or the last 
third of the season,” Murray said. 
“The pitchers became used to 
what the umpires were calling.” 

There were 253 balks in April, 
190 in May and 142 in June, la 
September and October, a total 
of 106 were called. 

Overall, 558 balks were called 
in the American . League and 366 
in the National League. 

Dave Stewart of Oakland set a 
single-season record with 16 
balks. Teammate Rick Honeycutt 
was next with 13 and he tied the 
A1 single-game record with four. 

Dennis Martinez and Pascual 
Perez of Montreal and David 
Cone of the New York Mets were 
tied for the NL lead with 10. 

Along with balk changes, the 
rules committee agreed to act on 
a recommendation by the scoring 
rules committee to drop the 
game-winning RBI as an offidal 
statistic. The game- winning RBI 
was adopted by the committee in 
1979 and went into effect in 1980. 


Peanuts 



WHY VO TWELVE 
BIRDS THINK THEY 
CAN PLAY HOCKEY 
ON ONE FROZEN 
WATER (7I5H? 



Z-27 



Muttn’ Jeff 


SAY TM1S FOOL CAR V ER- 
yoU SOLD ME HAS Ji YEH, 



Andy Capp 
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I RECKON THAT WHEN HE GOES 
> HE’LL ASK ME TO HAVE THAT • 
i V FLfPPfN* CUE BURI0* WITH H&V\ / 
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Walesa wants breakup 
of power monopolies 


WARSAW (R) — Lech Walesa 
said Saturday Solidarity wanted 
next mouth’s talks with the gov- 
ernment to start dismantling pow- 
er monopolies in communist- 
ruled Poland. 

He told a news conference a 
day after authorities agreed to 
start the talks Feb. 6 that Po- 
land's economic, social and poli- 
tical crisis made him fear strikes 
and protests. 

“Lech Walesa is afraid. The 
situation in the country is very 
difficult... every Pole has a reason 
to protest and say he's had 
enough of it," Walesa, 45, said. 

“We've said many times that 
the crisis is caused by the mono- 
polies — the monopoly of the 
(Communist) Party, the monopo- 
ly of one (official) union, econo- 
mic monopoly and many others," 
Walesa said. 

“We have to break down these 
monopolies or just break them, 
call it what you like." 

Asked about his expectations 
from the talks, the Solidarity 
leader said: “f expect that finally, 
in the political, social and econo- 
mic fields, we will dismantle the 


monopolies which destroy our 
efforts and prevent the develop- 
ment (of Poland).'* 

The Communist Party agreed 
last week after heated debates 
that Solidarity’s rerum to legality 
could be discussed at the talks, 
signalling its readiness to end a 
six-year shopfloor monopoly by 
the communist-led OPZZ unions 
set up in 1982. 

Poland's rulers, fearful of 
popular unrest, want to strike a 
deal with Solidarity and the 
opposition od a broad “anti-crisis 
pact,” or pro- reform coalition." 

They are offering widened poli- 
tical, economic and social free- 
doms — including Solidarity's re- 
turn — in exchange for opposi- 
tion backing for austerity mea- 
sures and market-oriented re- 
forms that may cause social dis- 
location and hardship. 

The proposed freedoms, to be 
discussed at the talks, include 
broader rights to form associa- 
tions and political dubs and an 
offer to the opposition of a sub- 
stantial number of seats in parlia- 
ment and in the government. 

Walesa said he expected the 


talks, which will indude repre- 
sentatives of Poland's powerful 
Roman Catholic Church, inde- 
pendent intellectuals, pro-gov- 
ernment groups and the OPZZ 
unions, to last about six weeks. 

“We are condemned to an 
agreement. We have to seek an 
agreement for our youth,- for 
ourselves, to emerge from this 
crisis, to get the situation under 
control, for our own safety," he 
said. 

The OPZZ resented the party’s 
haste in agreeing to restore Soli- 
darity. It boycotted a preparatory 
meeting between Walesa and In- 
terior Minister Czeslaw Kiszczak 
Friday but its leaders agreed 
Saturday to join the talks “as an 
independent force." 

Prime Ministr Mieczyslaw 
Rakowski Friday underlined the 
urgency of the crisis, saying Po- 
land's economy was “on the edge 
of the abyss." He urged workers 
to scale down wage demands. If 
the demands continued, “we will 
all be finished," he said. 

Walesa rebuffed a proposal by 
Rakowski for a two-year strike 
moratorium as unrealistic, saying 



Lech Walesa 

be could not oppose radical 
young workers or strikes. 

“But I call for wisdom, I call 
for getting organised to solve all 
our problems,” Walesa said. “We 
have to build Poland, we will not 
solve problems with strikes." 

He said Solidarity had learned- 
a lot since its 1980-81 era of 


legality that ended with its sup- 
pression under martial law. 


African nations try to close 
ranks against waste imports 


DAKAR (R) — West and central 
African countries sought Friday 
to dose ranks to stop imports of 
toxic waste, many complaining 
that the continent was becoming 
the dustbin of the industrialised 
world. 

“The trend in Africa is towards 
banning imports of toxic waste 
altogether. A lot of African coun- 
tries will no longer accept waste, 
industrial or domestic,’’ one dele- 
gate said. 

African ministers are meeting 
European officials to try to find 
common ground ahead of crucial 
talks next week in Luxembourg 
on an international agreement 
strictly limiting movements of 
toxic waste. 

The United Nations Environ- 
ment Programme (UNEP), which 
has spearheaded the drive for an 
international accord, hopes next 


week's talks will be the final 
round of negotiations, dealing 
the way for an agreement to be 
signed in March. 

A series of recent scandals, in 
which toxic waste from the indus- 
trialised world has been found 
dumped in developing countries - 
without any regard for public 
health, has prompted demands in 
Africa and elsewhere for an end 
to the export trade. 

Industrialised countries, un- 
able to find space at home to 
dump waste because of public 
pressure have been turning in- 
creasingly to developing coun- 
tries for cheap dumping sites. 

In one case, around 4,000 ton- 
nes of Italian toxic waste were 
found in leaking and dented bar- - 
rels in Nigeria. 

Now UNEP is pressing for an 
international agreement which 


would limit exports of toxic waste 
to countries which proved they 
had adequate facilities to treat It 

Exporters would have to give 
details of all shipments to a new 
international watchdog body. De- 
veloping countries would be en- 
couraged to ban imports 
altogether. 

The agreement would also en- 
courage the transfer of technolo- 
gy to developing countries so that 
they were more able to treat their 
own industrial and domestic 
waste. 


The mam issue of contention is 
how strictly the agreement should 
damp down on the exports. 

On one side are those led by 
UNEP who say developing coun- 
tries should welcome the financial 
and technical help in managing 
their own waste. 


IRA to cut civilian deaths 


DUBLIN (R) — Irish Republi- 
can Army guerrillas have pledged 
they wfl] try to reduce civilian 
casualties after killing 23 people 
by mistake in a string of botched 
attacks. 


“Many civilians died in opera- 
tions which dented the confi- 


dence of some of our suppor- 
ters," an IRA spokesman said in 
an interview with Republican 
News, its Irish nationalist weekly. 

The surprisingly frank inter- 
view coincided with the opening 
in Dublin Friday of the annual 
conference of Sinn Fein, political 
wing of the IRA which is fighting 
to end British rule in Northern 
Ireland. 

Since November, 1987, 23 peo- 
ple have been lolled in bungled 
IRA attacks and the spokesman 
said: “There is a greater realisa- 


tion than ever of the need for the 
IRA to avoid civilian casualties.’* 
Hie IRA disarmed and dis- 
banded one of its border "active 
service units” last Tuesday after 
two civilian killings provoked 
widespread revulsion. 

Alluding to the rare move that 
.highlighted disarray in the guerril- 
la group, the IRA spokesman 
said “We have tried to rectify the 
reasons why mistakes were 
made.” 

He added “we have a responsi- 
bility to correct the problems and 
refine our activities.” 

That suggested that the guerril- 
la group would try to confine 
itself in future to what it considers 
legitimate targets — British sol- 
diers, police and magistrates in 
Northern Ireland. 

The IRA have lost 25 gunmen 


killed “on active service" in the 
past two years, 17 of its top 
guerrillas have been arrested in 
the past three months and several 
aims caches seized. 

Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams is trying to widen the 
revolutionary party’s base of 
popular support, bidding to win 
the backing of non-IRA suppor- 
ters among Irish nationalists. 

Adams, eager for ballot gains 
in Northern Ireland’s local elec- 
tions in May and the European 
parliamentary elections in June, 
has been sharply critical of bung- 
led IRA attacks, telling them to 
“get their house in order.” 

The IRA spokesman conceded 
in the interview: “Undoubtedly 
some operations with the past 
year have created difficulties for 
everyone." 


U.S., rebels try to keep 
Salvador peace plan alive 


SAN SALVADOR (Agencies) 
— U.S. officials and leftist guer- 
rillas have found themselves in 
the unusual position of agreeing 
El Salvador was too hasty in 
rejecting a rebel peace proposal 
and both say they want to keep 
debate alive. 

“There is a willingness in 
Washington to see how much 
mileage is in this. It's a serious 
document. We should see if it's a 
serious proposal," said a U.S. 
embassy source. 

The rebel proposal containing 
major concessions was made as 
the new Bush administration ex- 


amined its policy toward a coun- 
the United States has 


try where 

spent S3 billion trying to defeat 
leftist guerrillas and set up stable 
civilian rule. 

National Security Adviser 


Brent Scowcroft has said in 
Washington he saw things turning 
full circle to the early years of the 
conflict in Ei Salvador. 

The Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN), whose 
struggle has cost 70,000 lives 
since 1979. Monday offered to 
recognise elections if they were 
postponed up to six months. 

The rebels also asked for 
guarantees to ensure a free vote 
and the safety of leftist candi- 
dates. 

The FMLN has previously 
opposed elections on the grounds 
that conditions of war and repres- 
sion made them an empty exer- 
cise designed only to legitimise 
the counter-insurgency effort. 

The Christian Democratic gov- 
ernment and the rightist 


Nationalist Republican Alliance, 
bofo in the midst of campaigning 
for March 19 presidential elec- 
tions, immediately dismissed the 
rebel proposal. 

They called it a trap designed 
to give die FMLN an excuse to 
intensify the war and said it 
violated the 1983 constitution. 

“This is not a proposal for 
peace, it is a proposal for war,*’ 
said President Jose Napoleon 
Duarte, demanding that the 
FMLN disarm. 


The next day, however, U.S. 
State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman welcomed the 
proposal and said it deserved 
serious consideration. 

The embassy source said those 
comments were directed in part 
at the Salvadoreans. 



Benazir Bhutto 


Pakistanis 
vote in 
by-election 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistanis 
started voting in parliamentary 
by-elections Saturday after a pas- 
sionate three-week campaign in 
die country’s new democratic era. 

Three million people were 
eligible to vote for 13 National 
Assembly seats and seven provin- 
cial seats just two months after 
Pakistan’s first party-based elec- 
tions returned the country to 
democracy following 11 years of 
military rule. 

Most of the contests were 
straight fights between the Pakis- 
tan People's Party (PPP) of Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto and the 
opposition Islamic Democratic 
Alliance (IDA). 

They were unlikely to alter the. 
balance of power as most of the 
National Assembly contests were 
in IDA-controIIed Punjab, the 
richest and most populous of 
Pakistan's four provinces. 

But considerable prestige 
would be at stake if there were 
surprises, political analysts said. 

Most of the elections were 
needed either because a candi- 
date won in more than one par- 
liamentary constituency, as 
Pakistan election rules allow, or 
because a candidate was elected 
to both a national and provincial 
seat and cannot sit in both. 

The most critical contest was 
for the IDA, whose leader 
Nawaz Sharif chose to become 
Punjab chief minister after last 
November's elections in prefer- 
ence to sitting in the national 
assembly. 


That decision left the IDA 
without a nationally-known lead- 
er to oppose Bhutto in the 
National Assembly, where the 
PPP won most seats, but not an 
overall majority. 

To rectify the lack, the IDA 
has put its weight behind Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi, a feudal landlord 
who lost embarrassingly last 
November in his home province 
of Sind. 

The IDA gave Jatoi what it 
hoped would be a safe seat in a 
sprawling rural constituency in 
Punjab. 


Dirty AIDS needles infect 27 Soviet toddlers 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet doc- 
tors pian to test 3,000 children 
for possible AIDS infection af- 
ter 27 toddlers were found to 
have contracted the disease in 

hospital, apparently from dirty 

needles, Komsomolskaya Prav- 
da said Saturday. 

The public prosecutor’s 
office has began an inquiry into 
how they contracted the virus, 
the newspaper said, although 
suspicion points at unsterilised 
syringes. 

In an interview with Soviet 
television late Friday, a leading 
AIDS specialist said the num- 
ber of children infected during 
their stay in the children’s hos- 
pital in the southern Russian 
dfy of Elista might torn out to 
be far higher. 

The 27 children, an around 
the age of two, tested positive 
for AIDS after treatment in the 


hospital and four of the 
mothers subsequently picked it 
up from them. The trade union 
newspaper TRUD said one 
child had since died. 

Komsomolskaya Pravda said 
all the Infected children were in 
the hospital between April and 
December last year. 

“It is most probable that aO 
the children were infected at 
the hospital through careless- 
ness of the nurses who used 
Syringes and needles which had 
not been subject to elementary 
sterilisation,” the newspaper 
said. 

V.V. Pokrovsky, head of (he 
country’s central AIDS labora- 
tory, told the newspaper it was 
not dear bow the virus was 
Introduced into the hospital, 
although one theory was a child 
had contracted it from its 
mother or infected blood. 


He said there were abo fears 
that nurses providing unoffidal 
treatment for people with 
venereal disease used the 
syringes again on the children. 

“Ibe figure for those in- 
fected might double or even 
triple,” Pokrovsky told Soviet 
television. 

Mothers of the infected chil- 
dren told the newspaper that 
standards of hygiene in the 
hospital were appalling and 
Staff were lazy and rude. 

“Rats and cockroaches are 
running about the floor and 
nobody seems to worry about 
them,” one mother said. 

A woman reporter on the 
outspoken weekly Moscow 
News recently wrote of the hor- 
rors of having a baby in one of 
Moscow’s leading maternity 
cfinks- 

She described dirt-encrusted 


wards, poor sanitary fa ci li ties 
and how she bad to lie for 
days in the same blood-s ta in ed 
sheets. 

The Etfefa raw highlights the 
ill-preparedness of many 
medical personnel for the light 
against AIDS. 

The number of registered 
Soviet AIDS sufferers is low 
compared with Western coun- 
tries but has been growing 
rapidly. TASS said 146 people 
were infected with the virus, 
against 33 at the beginning of 
last year. 

There are confficting reports 
about how many have since 
died. TASS put the death ton to 
date at three, but Komsomols- 
kaya Pravda spoke of six cases, 
without detailing them. 

The Soviet Union reported its 
first AIDS death, a prostitute 
from Leningrad, in October. 


Bonn gives hesitant support 
for missile ‘modernisation’ 


MUNICH, West Germany (AP) 
— West German Defence Minis- 
ter Rupert Scholz geve hesitant 
support to North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) plans to 
modify short-range nuclear mis- 
siles Saturday, drawing fire from 
supporters and opponents of up- 
grading the weapons for being 
too vague. 

In a speech to allied defence 
experts, Scholz tread a careful 
path between U.S. calls for refit- 
ting the missiles to extend their 
range and West' German public 
opinion, which is strongly against 
what experts call “modernisa- 
tion.” 

The defence minister became 
embroiled in a major political 
controversy in Bonn a month ago 
for saying modernisation was 
likely inevitable. He told the de- 
fence experts gathered here for 
an anniial strategy conference 
only that the alliance’s missiles 
“must be kept modem." 

He mentioned West Germans* 
resistance to U.S. calls for redis- 
tribution of alliance expenses, 
p ro mp ting accusations from U.S. 
politicians that Europeans have 
not been polling then' financial 
weight. 

U.S. Defence Secretary-desig- 
nate John Tower got a round of 
applause when he arrived at the 
conference, but sat quietly 
through the exchanges sharply 
dividing the allied representa- 
tives. 

The opening day of the 


weekend conference churned up 
most of the disputes among the 16 
allies of NATO that have been 
troubling the alliance for the past 
few years. 

At issue is the degree to which 
the West should tale advantage 
of Soviet President Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev’s disarmament over- 
tures when the course and stabil- 
ity of Kremlin reforms remain 
uncertain. 

A 1983 NATO decision to refit 
existing short-range missiles to 
extend their range beyond the 
current limit of 500 kilometres is 
increasingly unpopular among 
Europeans, especially West Ger- 
mans, who see those plans as an 
obstade to farther aims control 
progress. 

West German leaders have not 
yet made it dear where they 
grand on modernising die weapons 



Rupert Scholz 


bloc. He also claimed that as 
much as 60 per cent of the U.S. 
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military budget goes for NATO- 
ated 


U.S. allies. 

Scholz echoed U.S. concerns 
about the Kremlin’s willingness 
to relinquish its military might, 
but carefully skirted direct men- 
tion of West Germany’s attitude 
toward die missile modifications. 


Heavy criticism 


U.S. Senator Warren Rndman 
told Scholz after his address that 
it appeared “you kind of want to 
have it both ways.” 

He blasted the European allies, 
saying they were shirking addi- 
tional costs of security for the 


related defence. 

Scholz also drew fire from 
West German opposition Social 
Democrat Karsten Voigt for foil- 
ing to make hims elf or the Bonn 
government dear on the issue of 
modernisation. 

“You were really perfect when 
it comes to being vague," Voigt 
told the defence minister. 

Speaking for those West Ger- 
mans opposed to the modernisa- 
tion plan seen by the Kremlin as 
an arms buildup, Voigt criticised 
U.S. insensitivity about the dif- 
ference in security risks faced by 
East-West front-line states such 
as Germany. 


Possible nuclear programme 
threatens U.S. aid to Pakistan 


WASHINGTON (R) — United 
States aid to Pakistan may be cut 
off because the U.S. is unlikely to 
be able to certify that Pakistan 
does not possess a nuclear bomb, 
the Washington Post reported 
Saturday. 

Without such certification, re- 
quired annually by law, Pakistan 
would not be eligible to receive 
U.S. economic and military aid 
beyond the current financial year, 
which ends Sept. 30. 

The newspaper, quoting con- 
gressional and administration 
sources, said the former Reagan 
administration told Congress 
such certification is unlikely this ' 
year. 

Pakistan had been told of the 
U.S. conclusion but it was not 
known whether President Bush 
would stick by it, the report said. 

Pakistan has nudear research 
facili ties but has repeatedly de- 
nied that it planned to make 


nudear weapons. 

The Reagan administration 
budget for the 1990 financial 
year, starting next Ocl 1, in- 
cludes a request for $621 million 
in aid to Pakistan, part of a $4.02 
billion six-year package. 

Last November President 
Reagan certified to Congress that 
Pakistan did not possess a nudear 
device. 

But he indicated in an attached 
letter to House of Representa- 
tives Speaker Jim Wright that the 
a dminis tration was nearing its 
limits of being able to continue 
making the certification, the Post 
said. 

“The Congress should be 
aware/’ Reagan was quoted as 
writing, “that as Pakistan's nuc- 
lear capabilities grow, and if evi- 
dence about its activities continue 
to accumulate, this process of 
annual certification will require 
the president to reach judgments 


about the status of Pakistani nuc- 
lear activities chat may be difficult 
or impossible to make with any 
degree of certainty." 

A White House spokesman de- 
clined substantive comment, 
saying only that Reagan had 
made the certification. The Post 
quoted an unidentified adminis- 
tration official as adding: “If the 
present trend continues, we 
would not be able to certify 
again." 

Congress has been reluctant to 
cut off aid to Pakistan because of 
its role as a pipeline to anti- 
communist guerrillas fighting 
Soviet forces in neighbouring 
Afghanis tan. 

But with Soviet troops moving 
into the final phase of their with- 
drawal from Afghanistan under a 
U.N.-brokered agreement, the 
Post said, Pakistan's strategic im- 
portance may weigh less in con- 
gressional calculations. 
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21 Club honours 
men’s room 
attendant 

NEW YORK (AP) — If he ever 
decided to write his memoirs, 
Otis Coles could recount his en- 
counters with stars like Hum- 
phrey Bogart and Mickey 

a .J I T C macirionk f i nw 


Pill J 

Rooney and U.S. presktente from 
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Harry Truman to Jimmy Carter. 
No, he’s not a movie mognl or 
Washington power broker, but 
the men's room attendant at 
Manhattan’s ritzy 21 Club, which 
celebrated Coles' 80th birthday 
and 40 years of service Thursday. 
Coles, who was presented with a 
birthday cake and a champagne 
toast, said he loved his job and 
“never missed a single day... ex- 
cept for a cold or whatnot." He 
described the stars who came into 
his restroom as “all real gentle- 
men, all such nice people.” 


Chinese ‘sex movie 1 
disappoints crowds 


from making love for three years, 
and then only three times a year 


Toothpaste name 
found offensive 
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FOR THE BIROS 
By Fraoccs Barton 


ACROSS 
1 ¥ Irate 
5 Pallet* 

B Ten: prat. 

13 Gemstone 

17 Wetted* offering 
IB Fr. cap 

18 Make amanita 

21 Touched ground 

22 Armor 

23 Chin, dtah 
25 VkgMa 

NfBloM 

2* Sew* test 
29 Thrill 
as Filled art Ih 
danger 
31 Muileal 
33 Bam bool Ike 


41 Building 
material 


3.&T 


43 Blemish 
48 Comic Johnson 
47 — Domino 
4# Former Egypt 
ruler 

SI Former Estonian 
coin 
S3 Jetty 

64 Free- tor-ill 
59 Nigerian city 
34 Finished 

SB Gr. Island 
SI Lookout spots 
94 Before shooter 
or peck 

65 Ptondats 

97 WHa of Zeua 
99 Conumkiale 


72 Storage boxes 

75 “1 cannot 

tan — " 

76 Snapshots 
98 Trass 

92 Certain time 


86 Berk op the 
wrong tree 
96 Speak 


■ndldty 

89 Scatter 
91 Coward 

93 Clear 

94 Beach Stull 

99 Put an edge on 
B7 (toiler Sam 
99 Some parties 
101 Rogera and 
Campanatfa 
103 Allsvlats 


106 Left 

110 MacGraw and 
others 
112 Sotos 
114 Waistband 
116 Traces 
119 Responsibility 
12T Sailor's coat 
125 lily plant 

129 Easy tergal 

130 Singer Guthrie 

131 Plod 

132 CJsan th> board 

133 Puts on height 

134 Barbie or Kan 

135 Sharp pain 
139 End of lob or 


137 Mass, motto 


European 

again 

104 Ceglar 

139 CapL Hook's 

37 Temerity 

TO Boozers 

106 At attention 

aide 

DOWN 

1 Bultta 

27 Alder: Seal. 

92 Crisp cake 

95 Color* 

2 Boec or An(ou 

30 Bean's land; 

83 Cuts 

98 Rue - Pels 

3 Okie, oily 

vor. 

69 Sandal feature 

100 O It spring 

4 Be maatertul 

32 Glacial ridges 

SB Frtsotous folks 

102 htoHea 

6 Panhandto 

34 Transaction* 

71 Vanda 

105 Ceiwssft step 

9 Work untie 

35 Car style 

73 9 POE word 

107 Lock home 

7 Put on lee 

37 Engrossed 

74 Bosmkcfi 

10B Pear Gynt’a 

6 The Rotting — 

39 Prospero's 

79 Writes 

mother 

9 -An apple 

■errant 

77 Goff chibs 

111 Provokes 

39 Pool member 

76 Ffetl basket 

113 Khartoum's lend 

10 DDE's commend 

40 Une ol eerse 

79 Glide on Ice 

115 Coaroe Ilia 

11 BiSOent stroke 

42 Beer 

91 Assembly ot 

119 A FRsgerald 

12 BencroH and 

44 Hangman's knot 

churches 

117 SalsflHe 

Jeefceon 

46 Ptek-me-op 

S3 Certain 

118 RBI eg. 

13 Prisoner 

49 Pakifid spots 

European 

120 Foam 

14 Choir wriee 

SO - pussycat 

84 Uptight 

122 CUfl tag word 

15 God: Fr. 

went — " 

97 Jeweled 

123 She: Fr. 

19 Or. letter* 

52 FoDewtng 

headpiece 

134 Part 

19 Way of tMnktog 

56 Afr. ant stops 

98 Felix of "The 

127 Mao — hmg 

20 Heron 

57 Fence steps 
M Nero Wotfc 

Odd Coupte" 

129 Corape rathe 

24 -QoMon Boy" 

90 Useless plant 

ending 

author 

author 

B2 Fall completely 

129 Fair grads 



Lest Week’s Cryptograms 

story, bat 

2. tfe'dtmekmbatl ace : scored bucket on dunk after fust break. 

3 - ““y: She who should but doesn't cue to dose her window 


I. When tough man bites rough dog, it may be a cood 
it's also tasteless. 


blinds. 


4. Mom finds rumpus room In dreadful mess after joyful r -j , p^y. ■ 


Diagraofess 19 X 19, By Roger Cohere 


ACROSS 
1 Depot; abbr. 

4 Bend the head 
7 Biddies 
9 Noun endtog 

11 Against 

12 Hera a go — 
(attempt 
something) 

13 Dancer 


16 Nudear org. 
19 tnpeestee 
19 Fran now on 


21 Swkn euR style 

23 Musical Lopez 

24 for All 
Seasons" 

25 Than — tints 
Z7 “Bom Free" 

Honan 
28 Tahoe or 
Cayuga 
a Norman 
Vincent — 

» Breads 
31 R steed 


32 “Tempest” 
character 
a Weddings 

38 Century plant 

39 Eur. region 

43 Watering places 
47 — prize 
49 Lhasa - 

49 Agreement 

50 Suffix for erdo 
or beta 

51 we forger 
82 — plena 


S3 Type of well 

59 Doozfea 
61 Theater 
emptona 
B2 Or. letter 
83 Analyze a 


84 — Impatse 
86 Proboscis 
99 Departed 
67 Bnulatee 
99 Am. 

99 Chemical sufttx 


DOWN 

1 Dishonor 

2 Rem tor ■ 

mortise 

3 Caper 

4 Cleaned tm 

5 Leading 

6 603 

6 Royal add r ea s 

10 And as on 

14 Following 

15 Conte to light 

11 Lab heater* 


17 CRy 

18 Serpent 

19 Physician 

20 Parte airport 

21 Sharif 

22 S#8t 
24 Priestly 

voetmani 

28 Yfvetlnfl 

29 Shifter of 
tends 


24 Or. plaza* 
36 Z*a Zaa 
38 Kieritabto 


37 Option; abbr. 
39 Mffltary 


defense 


40 


11*99 


“A partridge to 


41 Org. 

42 Nonsansst 

43 Pitcher feature 

44 sp. cRy 


45 School type: 
ahbr. 

48 Denude 
S2 Haggard 
fWP 

54 - Park 

87 Zola newel 
58 Fed around 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I. JRVOGSRM LSXBZF LSTT BSXQTZXY P 

BVMOVV ZW JRQZFFZR W ZTTE SR PRE-PM.V 
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— By Gcnfon MBtr 

2-IS UHIT AB TGGS, HUG A BEAU HZDJUG HUG 
HZDSVC. COJYC KRAB !THU XRHE A’l H 

CRAZYEDDY? _ ■ 

—By Ed Hnddkroa 

3. R QPNMPNLK KNMNJKQ H3 p C Q SHF DH 
PNCM FRDPNL. BHJDLHC R J K M L ft DN B D PC Q 

qpnnm. 

-SdbL Men) ’ 

4. JGDNR IBALBCUU JUDGE SBINO PUURO UDE 
UP OFAAFAL ANC RBCSB1NGO. -Bytasiwy 


PEKING (AP) — There are no 
sex scenes in what has been billed 
in advance as China’s “first sex 
movie," and audiences are not 
pleased. “It was boring," one 
viewer said Friday after watching 
“Widows' Village,” a 90-minute 
tale of love-making restrictions 
set in a 1940s-era fishing village. 
Following what they believe to be 
their ancestors* commands, the 
villagers bar married couples 


rq 


until they have a child. The offi- 
cial China news service said last 
month on the movie’s opening 
day in the southern city of Canton. 
(Guangzhou) that “Widows’ Vil- 
lage" contained “special scenes 
showing couples’ lovema' ’ 
and that it was being called 
na’s first sex movie.” 


NEW YORK (AP) — Under 
pressure from several groups, 
Colgate-Palmolive Company 
plans to rename Darltie, a tooth- 
paste it sells in Asia, and redesign 
the logotype that shows a mins- 
trel in blackface, it was reported. 
The New York Times said in 
Friday’s editions the company 
planned to change the name of 
the toothpaste to Darlie and 
make the logotype a portrait of a 
man of ambiguous race wearing a 
silk top hat, tuxedo and bow tie. 


58 Gar. dr 
60 DeBe of song 
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